SERMONS 
ON THE 

N 8 
e 


CHRISTIAN FAITH. 


By SAMUEL OGDEN, D.D. 
WOODWARDIAN PROFESSOR IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
Fl. | 


CAMBRIDGE, 


Printed by J. Axcnpeapon Printer to the UNIVERSITY; 


For J. WoopyER, in Cambridge; 


Sold by T. Bercrorr, in Pater- noſter- Row. T. CAbELL, 
| in the Strand, London; and D. PRINCE, in Oxford, 


M. Dec. LXXVII. 


— ef? 


—— a _ — — — 
— 
# 
* 
FA >) . 
4 0 kc 
F * 
J.' 8 
%. — 
% 
«as? 
OA 
7 we 
1 b N 
, A F 


CONTENTS, 


SERMON 1, 
On the Being of God. 


4 HE BR. 11, 6. 
He that cometh 40 God, muſt believe that he 10, 


1 E R M 0 N II. 
0 the Redemption of Man, 


Jonkx xiv. I. 
e believe i in God, believe alſo in me, 1 5-27. 


SERMON . 
E the Incarnati on of Giri, 


| LUKE i, 34. 
Then ſaid Mary unto the Angel, Gow ſhall 
this be, ſeeing 1 know not a man? 29-45, 
22 $SER- 


* 


SP 


(= 
SERMON IV. 
Oi. the Sufferings of Chriſt. 

1 Con. 1 18. 


The preaching of the Croſs is to them that 
per 1fh, Pooliſhneſs ; But unio us which are 
ſaved it 5 the power of God. 47 59. 


8 E R MON V. 
Or the Refurrettimn of. Chriſt. 


ACTS 11. z 1. 


His foul was not left in Hell, neither his Peſb 


did ſee Corruption. 61—74. 


SERMON VI. 
On the wht of Chriſt. 
HEBR. 11. 10. 
Fer it became him, for 3 are all things, 
and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many ſons unto glory, to make the Captain 


F their & avation FP, fees through ſuffer- 
MIS 2 7 5. 


SEK. 


1 
SERMON VII. 
On a future Judgment. 


I Tuks. iv. 14. 
For if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 


again; even ſo them alſo which ſleep in 
Jeſus, will God bring with Dim. 8 


SERMON VIII. 
On the Being of the Holy Ghoft. 


ROM. xv. 13. 
Now: the God of hope fill you with all; joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound 
in hope through the power of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt. 99—111, 


SERMON X. 
On the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Gboſt. 


1 JoHN iii. 24. 
And bs that keepeth his commandments, dwel- 
leth in him, and he in him; and hereby We 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he bath given us, 113—127. 


8 ER 


„ ef? 


„„ 
SERMON X. 


On 2 oy for articles of Faith. 


Jope v. 3. 


| That ye Pe earneſtly contend 7 the faith 


which was once delivered to the faints. 


I29—144, 


SERMON XI, 
On the forgiveneſs of Sins, 


Luk E v. 20. 


— 


Atom, thy þ ns are Jorgroen thee, 145—158, 


SERMON XII, 
On the reſurrection of the Body. 


1. Con XV. 35. 


But ſome man will jay, How are the dead 
raiſed up? or with what boch do they come? 


159—171. 


8 E R M O N XII. 
On Everlaſting Life. 


Marr. 


8 
3 
N 

45 
vE 
K 
EY 
4 
2 


. 
ok 
3 
N 
* 
SE 
N 
5 * 
bl 
Io 
Ay. 
Ie 
* 
3 


"<= 
MATT. xxv. 46. 
And theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting 
puniſhment, but the Righteous into life 


Eternal. Ee 173—186. 
8 E R MON XIV. 


On the ſuperiority of the Chriſti an religion 
cover all other religions. 


2 Tim. ii. 19. 
Let very one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart fron miquity, 187-202, 


85 
we 


* 


fes 28 
n ny g 
A 2 4 ** 4 
"8 F 5 AR 
% n 3 3 5. 
n * — Sea 
- = 
- 
i” 
. 
* * 
* * 
1 — 


=” 


- 
- » 
. 7 
9 = 
Fr 3 
L - 
* 
* 
. 
* 1 
' 
— 
> | 
| 
| 
1 
! 
i 
Ld *"» * 
r 
& 
. 
4 
. 
* — 
5 
—— 2 — — 8 — eoutony * — Wes — - — 0 — . * a ub — V2 fo fo AA —— — a — — 2 —*r ˙ A cer —— 4 20 — - ——— — 1 
— 2 » — "62 — #4 Ave —— — Ki « —— — — 
„57»•ö y. 7˙¹¾9?ð?r; oa * —— — - 7 : 5 4 8 „ 
— * — 5 — —— ꝙmo—1 tA iS — 2 —— ty . ay Oar ae ev GR wy 2 ä u— — — — 8 
22 2 — —_ . — - - - — — — , — — — — 
8 N 2 3 Rouen * n . Pw . . ]² . . ts — — — . 


— Ü— — — — 


| 
XY 


HEBR. l. 6. 


H THAT COMETH To GOD MUST BE- 
LIEVE. THAT. HE 18.— 


ELIGION conſiſts in a proper 
diſpoſition of mind, and due de- 


meanour towards the Supreme Being. 
It implies therefore the belief of his ex- 
iſtence; and will be liable to many irre- 
_ -gularities and much danger, if that belief 


be not well fixed, and ſupported by ſolid 
arguments. Men may indeed be perſuaded 
B on 
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20 SERMON I. 
on ſlender grounds; and ſuch perſuaſions 


may be ſufficient ſometimes to produce 


ſuitable diſpoſitions and actions: but 
perſuaſions not rooted in truth, are more 
liable either to be torn up by the blaſt of 


à violent temptation, or conſumed by the 


tooth of time. 


But it is our own fault, if our faith be 
Ads xiv. expoſed to this danger. God hath not left 
'" bimſelf without witneſs: and the grounds 


on which we believe his Being, as they 
are moſt unqueſtionable, ſo they are eaſy 
to be known. Great reaſon, no doubt, 


there is, to acknowledge our ignorance, 
and the wiſeſt perſons have always been 
the moſt -ſenſible of it; yet, amidſt all 
that cloud of darkneſs with which the 


human mind is overſpread, we may ſtill 


Acts xvii. feel after, and find, the firſt cauſe of our 
27-28. own and of all exiſtence, who is not far 


from every one of us; for in him we live and 
move and have our being. 


Obſerve 
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Obſerve firſt the univerſality of this 
belief, with regard both to time and place; | 
no nation having been known ſo barba - l 


rous, nor age ſo ignorant, nor period ſo \ 
remote, in which traces of this perſuaſion 

7 are not diſcernible. 

2 The notions muſt be natural, in which 

| all concur. Or if we are wrong in aſ- 

7 cribing the formation and government of 

7 all things to a divine power; it is an ho- 

| Nour even to err, in company with the g 

wiſe and virtuous of every nation and ] 
age, ö 


f But prudence as well as modeſty ſhould 
3 teach us deference to ſuch authority, and 
: diſtruſt of our own opinions, when we 
find them ſo ſuſpiciouſly peculiar. A 
wiſe perſon chooſes to follow the multitude Exad. 
when it is not 20 do evil; and will ſtay till _ 
he has demonſtration on his ſide, before 
| he ſtands ſingle in ſuch a cauſe againſt the 
whole world. 
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SERMON 1 


Put the demonſtration, as profound in- 
| | quirers have pronounced, 18 on the ſame 
1 ſide with authority. And even if we 
0 ſhould not be able to diſcern the force of 
11 their concluſions; yet, beſides the former 
[lf argument from univerſal conſent, the 
1 very teſtimony of theſe perſons is ſome- 
itt thing: nay, it is conſiderable; except we 
can go ſo far beyond them in theſe re- 
5 ſearches, as to detect the fallacies that 
iſt have miſled them. For if we only do not 
Ss comprehend the inference ; "there {till 
remains ground to think, that they'may 
diſcern it, who ſay they do; and who 
have given us on other occaſions good 
. reaſon to acknowledge their abilities and 
 fincerity. 
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The ideas of Space and Time, force 
themſelves upon us, whether we will or 
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no; ſo that we cannot, even in imagina- : 

5 tion, ſuppoſe them either not to be, or to 
be limited. We know intuitively that 
they exiſt, and are without bounds, 
Infinity 


SERMON 1. 5 


Infinity. and Eternity cannot otherwiſe 
be, than by being the Properties of ſome- 
thing Eternal and Infinite: therefore there 
1s ſuch a Being. 


If you ſee the force of this argument, 
your faith 3 is, ſo far, changed 1 into —_ 
ledge. If not, there is no need 
ſhould pretend to do it. Will you alk Job Xlits 
deceitfully for God? Will you accept his per- 8 
ſon? Attend to other proofs, level to every 
capacity. 


The being of the Creator is ſeen in his 
works, and theſe either miraculous, or come 
mon. The order of nature, and every 
Interruption of that order, ſpeak the ſame 
language, and declare the glory of God. 
Nor is there any thing in this way of rea- 
ſoning either deceitful or obſcure. 


A Prophet tells you, ſuppoſe, as the —_ 
Pſalmiſt doth, that it is the Lord whoPlal.xcvi. 
made lle heavens; glor J and worſhip are be- 5 6. 
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1 Kin. x. 


SERMON J. 


fore bim, power and honour are in his ſanftu- 


ary. You anſwer, with the ſcoffers 
2 Pet 3,4. mentioned by the Apoſtle, All things con- 
 ranue as they were from the beginning. Could 


he ſpeak with the ſame effect, as did the 


Jol x. ia. leader of the Jews, Sun, tand thou fill 
upon Gibeon; and thou moon, in the valley of 


Aijalon; when the ſun flood till in the 
midſt of heaven, and haſted not to go down 


About a whole day; would he take for granted 


the exiſtence of a ſuperiour * 
Prove it? 


In what wy did Elijah OY when 
he put the wood in order, and cut the Bullock 
in pieces, and ſaid, fill four barrels with 


water, and pour it on the burnt ſacrifice, and 


on the wood? The people who were preſent 


when the fire of the Lord fell, and conſumed 
the burnt ſacrifice and the wood, and the ſtones, 


and the duſt, and hcked up the water that 


was in the trench, they found no defect in 


his argument; hey fell on their faces and 


faid, The Lord, he 1 is the God, the Lord, he 


i abe God. 


But 
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SERMON I. 7 


But without the help of Revelation, or 
even of Hiſtory; the contemplation of the 
works of nature, as we call them; the 
order, proportion, and uſe, of the ſeveral 
parts of the viſible world; the undeniable 
marks of deſign, and numberleſs inſtances 

of art inimitable; which appear evidently 
before us, in every region where we caſt 
our eye, the heavens, the earth, the ſea, 
the air; in the material, vegetable, animal 
world; in the hody and in the mind of 
man; all theſe conſtitute a proof as con- 
vincing .as a thouſand demonſtrations, 
that the author of them all is a Being 
endued with a vaſt extent of power, and 
underſtanding, and with benevolence. 
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And if this diſpoſition be the ſam or 
N | ſource of all moral goodneſs; if the other 
; virtues derive their quality of good from 
their inherent tendency to promote hap- 
pineſs; or if they do but in effect promote 
it; then the ſame arguments which eſta- 


liſh this principle i in the Supreme Being, 
B 4 : will 
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SERMON I. 


will be a pr. oof alſo of his other moral 


attributes. 


But waving this argument, the conſti- 


tution of the world itſelf affords diſtinct 


traces of Juſtice and Mercy, as well as 


Goodneſs, in its Author. 


Though we dare not ſay that Juſtice is 
diſtributed perfectly; yet it is equally re- 
mote from truth to aſſert that the vicious, 
in the common courſe of things, are as 
ſucceſsful and happy as the good and 
virtuous. The frame of the world we live 


in is favourable to virtue, which is an 
argument of the Juſtice of its Author. 


His mercy appears in the proviſion he 


has made for the recovery of perſons who 
have involved themſelves in calamities by 


their vices; His Patience in the delay 


which is obſervable between the crime and 


the natural puniſhment of it, together 
with the intervening opportunities of 


eſcaping, 
All 


fy 
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SERMON I. 
All theſe Arguments, however, are 
both liable to cavils, and alſo do only in- 
dicate theſe ſeveral diſpoſitions in the 
Divine Being in an imperfect degree. 


But we have, I think, a proof of the 
moral Attributes of the Deity, every one 
of us within his own breaſt. We are 
aſſured by an inward conſc;ouſneſs, clear and 
certain, which needs no explanation, and 
leaves no room for doubt, that a regard 
to Juſtice, Truth, and Goodneſs, is more 
excellent than the violation of them. 
Theſe perceptions carry their own autho- 
rity with them. Their command is a 
reaſon, a Law, which no perſon without 
ſelf-condemnation tranſgreſſes. And this 
law. is obeyed, bad as the world is, often, 
though not ſo often as it ought; and would 
ever be obeyed, by every perſon, were it 
not for the calls of Appetite, and the tu- 
mult of Paſſion. The mind of Man, 
alas! is often born away by theſe againſt 
his better judgment, or is agitated per- 
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SERMON I. 


haps alternately by a contrary impulſe, 


and fluctuates between Defire and Duty. 


But the Divine Mind, being liable to no 


ſuch commotions, muſt ever be directed 
by unerring wiſdom. There is no room 


for a civil war in the breaſt of the Omni- 
potent. He has no wants to ſupply, nor 


foes to fear; no appetites to importune, 


nor paſſions to pervert him. Rectitude 


therefore muſt be his Rule. While his 


infinite government ſteers it's courſe along 


the tide of Eternity, ſure and ſteady will 


be the regard to this immutable point, in 
the clear calm region of the Divine Boſom, 
which no clouds of ignorance can darken, 


nor ſtorms of temptation diſcompoſe. 


In this perſuaſion therefore we reſt, 


There is an eternal, infinite Being. Who, 
himſelf owing his exiſtence to no other, 
is the cauſe from which all things have 
had their beginning. He made the world: 
and it is under laws of his appointment; 
. and 
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SERMON I. 


and ſubject to the government of his will. 
He has all power, and wiſdom: and theſe 
attributes have been amply exerted in acts 
of goodneſs. He is the Father of the 
Univerſe. The methods indeed of his 
Providence are to us often incomprehen- 


ſible: yet have we ſufficient reaſon to be- 


lieve that he guides himſelf by the rule of 
right; So that when we conform to the 


ſame rule, we comply with his will, and 


concur with him in his deſigns. 


Conſider now what encouragement 
this is to the practice of virtue. When 


you are doing good, you are doing what 


God doth, and what he wiſhes you to do. 


You are employed in the very ſame work 
with your Creator, and aſſiſting him to 


accompliſh his divine undertakings. You 
are advancing the end for which the earth 
itſelf was created; and according to your 
meaſure, may ſay, with the Redeemer 
himſelf, my Father workerh hi therto, and 1 John v. 
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12 SERMON I. 
Fe; Or if, in contemplating that principal 


part of the Creator's work expoſed: to 


' your inſpection, the nature and ſtate of 


man, you diſcern that it was not the.in- 


diſcriminate communication of good that. 


was intended, by him who made us, but, 
the welfare eſpecially. of the good and, 


virtuous, of the diſcreet, the diligent, the 
temperate, and the juſt; then let this, 1 in 
like manner, be your object. Do you 


Fulneſ, and yet with diſcernment. 


ow 1285 The Lord is loving unto every man; 


Prov. «I. buf they that deal truly are his delight. E 
Match. v. maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 


xlv. 


f Pet. iii. £00d; but the eyes of the Lord are over the 
12. righteous, and he delivereth the fouls of bis 


4 25. ſervants. Drau. as near as you can to the 


good eſpecially to the well-deſerving; re- 

lieve the neceſſitous, but thoſe moſt, who 
Nom. xii. are ſober and induſtrious. He that giveth 
let him db it with fimplicity indeed, but with 
prudence; he that ſheweth mercy, with cheer- 
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SERMON I. 
divine pattern, and be perfect even as your Match. v. 
Fatber which is in heaven is Perfect. ah 


Or laſtly, if you have been able to pe- 
metrate ſo far into the divine counſels, as 
to diſcover that it is not the happineſs 


even of good men, that is intended in this 
world, but only their n in it, and 


their improvement in piety and virtue 
while they are paſſing through it to a bet- 


ker; let it be your care to advance this 


ſtep alſo in your imitation- of God, and 
purſue the intentions of him Who made ; 


you to the utmoſt. 


Do good to all, eſpecially to them who are Gal. vi. 


10. 


of the houſhold of faith; and among theſe 
moſt of all to the beſt, and do to them 
and all others the beſt ſervice, by promot- 
ing above all things their future welfare. 


This all perſons, even the pooreſt, may do 


by a pious example; others by that and 
many other ways, which will readily occur 


to 


13 


14 SERMON I. 


j 


them . 


Thus may your mite, proportioned to 


your ability, and coming from a good 
heart, be to you, as if you had fed the 


hungry, clothed the naked, viſited the 


Rem. 5 11. 


20. ſick and impriſoned; as if you had been 
. nein guide of the blind, an inſtructer of the fooliſh; 


2 Tim-vi. @ preacher and an Apoſtle. Though poor, thus 


2 Tim. il. 75h in good works; however ignorant, wiſe 
15. unto ſalvation; you ſhall ſhine as the bright- 


Dan. xii. 


3. neſs of the firmament, and, turning many ob 


righteouſneſs, as s the ſtars for ever 5 ever. 


8ER. 


to ſuch as have a heart diſpoſed to find 


4 O HN XIV. . 
VI BELIEVEIN GOD; BELIEVE ALSO IN ME, 


. A MIDST innumerable and undeni : 
| ; able marks of divine wiſdom and 
: goodneſs, we find in the world confuſion, 
iin and miſery. Revelation informs us 
4 that it was not created in this diſordered 
ſtate; that a great change has taken place 
in it, occaſioned by the fault of a human 
pair, it's firſt inhabitants; by which means 
their 
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SERMON UI. 
their poſterity are fallen into a worſe 
condition than had been originally pre- 
pared for them by their gracious Creator. 


475 5 Death which God made not took poſſeſſion 


of the world, and Guilt, and Pain have a 


large dominion in it; and might have 


ſtretched their empire to a dreadful ex- 
tent, had not a perſon of Divine Nature 
and Attributes, united, in a manner in- 
comprehenſible with the Supreme Father 


of all things, been pleaſed, by the Father's 
appointment, and out of his own incon- 
ceivable goodneſs, to interpoſe in our be- 


half. 


He came down from heaven; and ſtill 
continuing to be one with the Supreme 


Nature, he aſſumed our's. He became 


man: he lived upon earth, did good, en- 
dured pain, preached piety and righte- 


ouſneſs, worked wonders, ſuffered death 
as a malefactor, reſtored himſelf to life, 
returned to heaven, and now governs his 


Church by the operation of yet another 


Divine 
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SERMON UI. 
Divine Perſon, who with him and the 
Father, is one God, bleſſed for ever. 


All this, you ſeem to ſay, is ſtrange 


and wonderful. It is ſo. The Divine 
exiſtence, eternity, infinity, which yet 
reaſon obliges us to acknowledge, 1s very 
wonderful. The divine government of 


the world, which we experience, is in 
many inſtances exceedingly aſtoniſhing. 


The world is filled with wonders; and if 


| you attempt 1gnorantly to remove them, 


they become greater. If you deny what 
is ſtrange, you muſt admit what is im- 


Poſſible. 


It is ſtrange, perhaps you think, that 
our firſt parents ſhould commit ſin. 
1 his part of the wonder, that any of our 
kindred ſhould do what was not right, we 
muſt not inſiſt on. 


It is ſtrange that they were not imme- 
diately puniſhed with death. How! ſhall 
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E R M O N Il 


we make it a wonder that God is merct- 


ful? It muſt be a wonder then that WG 


are living. 


It is however, very ſtrange, you are 
pretty ſure, and hardly right, you humbly 


think, that their poſterity ſhould be in- 


volved in their guilt, and made to ſuffer 
for an offence that was not their own. 


Now fir/t of all, is it not ſurpriſing that 
this ſhould appear ſo ſtrange to us who 


have lived all our lives in a world in 


which the ſame thing has happened every 


day? Is any thing more common than to 
ſee men ſuffering the moſt grievous cala- 


mities, through the fault or only the folly 
of other perſons ? 


But this 1s natural, And who made it 


to be natural? Did not he who made the 


_— 


A great change toak place at the fall: 
n N 8 


SERMON II. 


do you know the particular manner in 


which it was effected? Can you ſay how 


far that was, or was not natural? 


But, What think » you of the remedy 


provided for this LOR the redemption 
of man in Jeſus Chriſt? of the ſtate of 


happineſs offered him in heaven, inſtead 


of his earthly paradiſe? Is not the ſeverity 
of your complaint ſoftened by theſe con- 
ſider ations | ? 


But waving theſe anſwers, let us, for 


a moment ſuppoſe that theſe things are 
indeed ſo ſtrange as to be incredible; that 
the fall and the redemption of man is all 


a fiction; and the world in as good a con- 
dition as it was at firſt, or was ever 
meant to be. 


The ee! and the miſery that are 


in the world, ſtill remain in it, after all 


our ſuppoſitions: theſe are matters of 


fact, alas! and muſt be acknowledged by 


C2 us 


20 8 * RMO N II. 


us all, whatever opinion we entertain con- 
cerning the cauſe of them. The ſtate of 
man, whether a fallen ſtate or no, is what 
1 John v. it is. Evidently the world lieth, in a very 
great degree, in wickedneſs; the life of 
men, of all men, is full of trouble, of 
many 1s ſo diſtreſsful that it affects us 
with horrour, till death, very ſoon, the 
ſooner often the better, puts an end to it. 
Man appears upon the Sea of life, ſtrug- 
gles with waves and ſtorms for a few mo- 
ments, and ſinks again into the . for 
ever. 


And is this your vindication of God's 
Jove and goodneſs? This the beſt defence 


Pfal. cxlv. YOu can deviſe of thoſe tender mercies which 
9. are over all his 0. 


It would be ſevere in him, you think, 

to degrade us to ſuch a ſad ſtate as this 

for the offence of our firſt Parents: but 
you can allow him to place us in it, 

without any inducement. Are our cala- 

4 „ mities 


SERMON I. 

mities leſſened for not being aſcribed to 
Adam? If our condition be unhappy, 1s 1t 
not ſtill unhappy, whatever was the oc- 
caſion? with the aggravation of this 
reflection, that if it is as good as was at 


firſt deſigned, there ſeems to be ſomewhat 


the leſs reaſon to look for it's amendment. 


Or will you ſay that the Supreme Be- 

ing was not able to accommodate us in 
a better manner? or that he was not de- 
ſirous of doing it? that he is wholly un- 
concerned about us? or that he never 
made the world at all? and that we came 
into it of ourſelves, or by the help of 
fate or fortune? 


Which now of theſe truly ſtrange ſup- 
poſitions ſhall we pleaſe to adopt? chooſ- 
ing what is abſurd, to avoid what is 
wonderful; and driven by the fear of 
| little difficulties, into great contradictions. 


Indeed theſe and all other objections 
5 8 againſt 
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SE R M ON II. 
againſt the articles of revealed religion 


generally admit one ſhort anſwer from 


the conſideration of our own ignorance. 
We are not willing to acquieſce in that 


ſuperficial information which is imparted 


to us, but are deſirous to ſee to the bot- 
tom of every thing; and complain, or 
diſpute, when we are diſappointed: not 
conſidering that we know the whole of 
nothing; and that no ſyſtem of religion, 
or of irreligion, will ever place us above 


theſe * 


Whatever n God is pleaſed to 
teach, or to command, by the voice of 
Nature, or of Revelation, it is plainly and 
equally our duty to believe and do: it is 
of no conſequence which way he conveys 
this knowledge to us. He hath created | 
us by his power; he hath redeemed us by 


his mercy, through the mediation of his 


Son: if there is any perſon to whom nei- 


ther of theſe truths is made known, he is 


innocent of all guilt 1 in the 1gnorance or 
diſbelief 5 
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diſbelief of both; and if they are both fo 


offered to us that but for ſome criminal 


obſtruction in ourſelves, we ſhould admit 


them; it is dangerous, and may be fatal 


to deny either. 


There is, I fear, yet one more circum- 


Nance, in which the Chriſtian revelation 


and the religion of nature bear to each 
other, unhappily, but too near a reſem- 


blance; and that is in their fucceſs; or more 
_ properly, in the want of it: they pro- 
duce, neither of them, in any due degree, 


the effect 7 ought, the reformation of 


* world. 


Vou admit, let us ſuppoſe, the religion 
of nature: ſo far you are certainly in the 
right. You allow that there is a God 


who made the world, and all things in 


it: therefore they are his: No doubt. 
He is your Father, Friend, and Lord; 


his relation to you is prior and ſuperiour 
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to every other: his will is your ſupport, 


and life, and law. This you freely own. 


Yes, in words you own it. But is the 


ſenſe of it impreſſed on your heart? are 


your actions governed by it? It is eaſy to 
ſay, in your diſcourſe, or prayers, that 


Almighty God is the Greateſt and Beſt of 


Beings, and to aſcribe to him the kingdom, 
the poaver, and the glory: but doth he really 
rule in your breaſt, and in your life? Do 
you worſhip him devoutly and conſtantly? 
do you honour and love him, vr all your 
mind and ſtrength, ſo that no other perſon 
or thing, not even your own deſires come 
in competition with him? Are you thank- 


ful for what he gives, content when he 


_ denies, reſigned when he takes away, 
patient when he afflicts, humble when he 

advances you, and when he depreſles, 

neither petulant nor yet dejected? If you 


honour and love God above all things; 


you will do whatever you think will 
. pleaſe, and nothing that you know offends 


him. 
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SERMON UI. 25 
him. And thus will be introduced into 

your life the whole train of virtues, what- 
ever 15 good and acceptable in the fight of God, : Tim. i li. 


Not that we Chriſtians have any reaſon 
for boaſting, but much for ſorrow, and 
for amendment. Your condemnation 
1s not our acquittal. We are bound to 
every one of the ſame things, and more; 
by all the ſame reaſons, and by others: 


ſo that when we do amiſs, we are even 
more culpable. 


We hellevs: with you, that God made, 

and we believe alſo that he redeemed us, 
and this by the death of his only begot- 
ten Son; that he loved us, corrupted and 
loſt, as we were, yet that he ſtill Ioved us to 
ſuch a degree, as to deliver up out of his 
boſom, him in whom he was always well Matth. 

pleaſed, to be a man, and a ſacrifice, that 
we might be forgiven for his ſufferings, 
and received into heaven with him, 
through his merits and interceſſion. 
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SERMON II. 


But have we a juſt ſenſe of this redemp⸗ 
tion? Are our actions governed by the ſenſe 
of it? Aſk us, in your turn, every one of 


Job ix. 3. the ſame queſtions: can we anſiver one f 


a thouſand? Where are all the graces and 
virtues ſuitable to our holy Faith, and 
bound upon us by fo many obligations? 


Do our actions, any more than yours, 


correſpond to our principles? Are we 
better than other perſons whoſe belief 1 Is 


Gal. ü. different? The life which we now live in : 
the fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, do we 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 


us, and gave Amel,, for us? 


We ftand FORE aid quarrelling 
about the religion of Nature and Revelati- 


on; but regard neither, much further 


than the mere profeſſion: Zealots for a 


ſyſtem which has no effect on our heart 
and life; contending each with eagerneſs | 
for the articles of his faith; agr eeing, on 


both ſides, to forget the duties of 1 it. 


Alas! 
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SERMON II. 27 


Alas! the very reverſe of this is the 
method which reaſon and Chriſtianity 
alike preſcribe; to live every one of us 
according to the rules of that religion 
| which we believe and profeſs, and re- 
commend it to others by all fair argu- 
ments, and by an upright example; but 
by no other motives. I conclude with 
that ſhort precept of the Apoſtle: Follow Hebr.xii. 
peace with all men, and holineſs without | * 


hich no man ſhall fee the Lord. 
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THEN. SAID MARY UNTO THE ANGEL, 
HOW SHALL THIS BE, SEEING I KNOW 
NOT A MAN? 


HE miracles attending the reve- 

lation of Chriſtianity may be con- 
ſidered as divided into two claſſes, and 
called the publick windel, and the pri- 
vate. 


Of the former ſort were the many 


cures Pe med by our Lord and his 


Apoltles; 
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SERMON III. 


Apoſtles; the darkneſs at his crucifixion, 
his Aſcenſion into heaven, in the pre- 
ſence of many ſpectators; prophecies of 


future events taken together with their 


accompliſhment; the very propagation of 


the Chriſtian religion in the world; and 


above all, that capital miracle, the beſt 
atteſted, and yet moſt amazing, the prin- 
cipal pillar on which the fabrick of 
Chriſtianity reſts, The Reſurrettion of the 


Lord Jus from the dead, 


Ainong the ſecond ſort, the private 


miracles, may be reckoned the appearance 

of an Angel in a dream to the huſband 
of the Virgin Mary, more than once; 
the viſion of Zacharias in the Temple; 
the divine glory ſeen by St. Stephen at 


the time of his Martyrdom; and any 


other ſupernatural events, of which there 
was no teſtimony, but that of the ſingle 


perſon on whom the miracle was wrought, 


or before whom it was exhibited; and 
among theſe, eſpecially that great miracle 
| of | 
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SERMON III. 


_ of the Drcornation of our Saviour Chriſt, 


without any human father, by the ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now the proper external proof of the 


Chriſtian religion are the publick mira- 
cles. Nay they are the proof even of the 


private miracles; which are ſo far from 


yielding any help to the other parts of 
revealed religion, that they cannot expect 


to gain admittance for themſelves, but 


muſt be content to attend upon the 


miracles which were publick. And when 


theſe ate eſtabliſhed; miraculous facts of 


which we have no witneſs, and revealed 


| doctrines of which we have no natural 
proof, may be ranked together; and will be 


both equally ſupported by the teſtimony of 


Scripture, which reſts on the miracles that 
were wrought openly for the proof of it. 


There does not appear to be any thing 


incredible in this doctrine of the miracu- 
lous Incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt, to thoſe. 
who admit any miracles at all. That a 


ER child 


32 
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child ſhould come into the world without 


a father, is not harder to account for, 
than that a dead body ſhould come to 


life, or a living man walk upon the wa- 


ter, or diſtempers be cured by the ſpeak- 


ing of a word. None of theſe things are 


natural: but they are all, equally, as far 
as we can fee, in the power of God. 


Except. we believe the world to have 


exiſted from eternity, and the race of 
mankind to have been continued down 
to this day by an infinite ſucceſſion, 
without any beginning at all; we muſt be 
obliged to acknowledge that at leaſt two 
human perſons were once brought into 
being, in ſome way different from that 
which is now the eſtabliſhed courſe of 


nature. All perſons cannot have been 


born as men are now. The Redeemer 
of mankind therefore was not the only 
perſon who had not two human pa- 
rents. What was once, might be 
again; or ſomething equally different 


from 


x 9 7 2 N * " A ng ae au 4 * % 00 Tana oh LN 8 aL ES 8 "I CC IN ws + PRs + os lags. 3 an * 2 
e 8 n SGW r 3 F 3 SEE 5 {Hon e 
7 ˙— v . PLS og! i AOL APES) C y 7 2 „„ Kh S 1 oy 


3 , 
2 


” PO TY COPE 2 
7 r 22 ˙ OT C0 
* a Y + th 77 7 < wa ag 4 7 s a; » 4 7 J - oh. 2 
„ EFT OC I Pop. Cabs . C BEE F _ E r 
R 7. 85 FVG II IR pe . N . 00A ERS ne ET Ls LIES 1 2. 5, 
An e ee Ui Rt Es Eo Bron NR Ab SN RY SE Ae RI 1 1 5: — 5 ; = 


SERMON Il. 
from that which is now the object of 
experience. 


It is not expected that this miraculous 

conception of our Lord ſhould gain cre- 

dit from the teſtimony of the mother Or. 

from the relation of an hiſtorian. It is 
to the publick, undoubted, innumerable 

miracles of the Redeemer's life, and to his 

well atteſted Reſurrection from the dead, 

that we appeal for the ſupport of the 

miracle of his Incarnation and Birth. / John x. 
he did not the works of bis Father, believe of 


him not. 


But the creation of a human pair, at 1 
the beginning of the world, it may be 
ſaid, was plainly neceſſary, and is there- 
fore eaſily believed; but the birth of an | 
infant without an earthly father is the | 
leſs credible, becauſe we ſee no reaſon _ | 
for it. 
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Is this a proof that there was none? 
D--- Has 


— 5 


John 111. 


SERMON III. 
Has the Supreme Mind no reaſons but 
what we are acquainted with? Does the 
Divine wiſdom take us for counſellors? 


A holy and good God, as we ſhould 
think, would create men in a ſtate of vir- 


tue and happineſs. But mankind we ſee, 
and feel, alas! are in a ſtate of ſin and ? 
miſery. How comes this event to paſs? 
Will any reaſon that you are maſter of, | 1 
explain it to us? 8 
We know indeed how! it happened from - , 
e It was owing to the Fall. k 
But the Scripture informs us alſo of the 1 
Incarnation, and tells us that the fall of f 
man was the reaſon of it. Can you I 
ſhew that it is not a good. reaſon? Are 
you ſure you could have redeemed the 
world better? or at all otherwiſe? It is 4 
written, Except a man be born again, he 7 
cannot ſee the kingdom of God: and it may 7 
be, for any thing you know to the con- 1 
trary, that men could no more be regene- = 


rated 
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rated without this miracle of the Incar- 
nation, than they could ever have been 
born without the other, of the Creation. 


Or if you refuſe the name of miracle to 
the firſt creation of man, becauſe a mira- 
cle has relation to a courſe of nature 
ſuppoſed to be already eſtabliſhed, it will 
make no material difference. The thing 
will not be changed by the alteration of 
the name. There is no reaſon to think 
that the creation of man required any leſs 
degree of power for being new; or that 
the miraculous conception, by being con- 
trary to an eſtabliſhed courſe, was there- 
fore either impoſſible, or in any degree 
leſs neceſſary. 


But when we ſay that Jeſus, our Re- 1 ö 
ddeemer, was born of a virgin, who was Matth, i. { 
found with child of the Holy Ghoſt; we mean '* | 
ſomething more than that his birth was -- 
miraculous, and brought to paſs by the | 
extraordinary power of God. We intend 1 
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to declare, that be Was truly the Son of 
God. 


Lok i.zz, The Holy Ghoft ſhall come upon thee, and 


the power of the higheſt all overſhadow thee : 
therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be 
born of thee ſhall be called, that is, ſhall be, 


is covered under this veil of words is not, 


it muſt be acknowledged, clearly under- 
ſtood by us; yet are they not mere empty 


ſounds, wholly without meaning. The 


very vileſt weed on the ſea ſhore is the 


effect of God's power, and indeed a diſ- 
play of his wiſdom. Men are of a nobler 
nature: ſtill, they are alſo the work of 


God's hand; and bearing a nearer reſem- | 
blance to his perfections, and enjoying a 
greater portion of his care, they have 


been ſtyled his children. Spirits, ſuperi- 
our to man, may alſo have been called the 


ſons of God, or even his firſt born, for 


the ſame reaſons, and becauſe they were 
in being before us. Language 1 15 1mper- 


fect, 


the Son of God. The glorious truth which 


SE n 
ERIE FOE rate} 


Angels, or certain men, may have been 


ſubject, that Jeſus is the Son of God, in 
a ſenſe different from all theſe; derived 
from the Supreme Father, in a ſuperiour | 


ſent. We live and move not only by his 


SERMON III. 37 | 
fect, and metaphors muſt be much uſed. | 
called even Gods, on account of their 


great authority and power. But ſtill, ſo 
much we think we diſcern of this ſublime 


and more immediate manner; and not 


only among many brethren the firſtborn, but Rom. viii. 
among them all, the Only Ys John i I 


14. & al. 
The Redeemer of Mankind was, and is, 


Man as well as God. The divine Nature 
was united with the human in Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. The ſubject here too is, no 
doubt, ina vaſt degree, incomprehenſible. 


Language 1s greatly liable to abuſe, and 


when not abuſed, it is both imperfect, 
and apt to be miſtaken. Yet the doctrine 


thus delivered is not merely nothing. 
God is infinite: he is every where pre- 
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AQs xvii. favour, but in him; ſo do all other Beings. 


| Pal 


If 1 61000 up into heaven, thou art there; If 


CXXXiX. 7. J go down to hell, thou art there alſo. He 


upholds, penetrates, pervades, actuates all 
things. The moſt rapid cherubims move 
by his force: the very clods of the field 
cleave together by his perpetual, and, if 
one. may ſo ſpeak, perſonal operation. 


At leaſt, the deepeſt philoſophers have 
had recourſe to this expedient; and, after 
the moſt weariſome reſearches, like the 
dove ſent out from the ark, have found 
no other place where to fix their foot, 
Jn that whence they ſet out; no ſoluti- 


, but in the Divine preſence, of the 


5 trivial, as well as extraordinary ap- 
Pearances. 


Vet, though. we pretend not to com- 
prehend either, ſo far we make bold to 


pronounce, this was not the preſence of 


the Supreme Father with his only begot- 


ten Son; nor this the union of God with 


the man Chriſt Jeſus. Stocks and ſtones 
"IN ue Ne cr 3 
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are not God: even angels, which are greater 2 Pet. ii. 
in power and might, refuſe to be worſhip- ki xi. 
ped. But the Redeemer, though made N Is 
@ woman, and in all things like unto his Hebr. 2 
brethren, is the proper object of our faith, . ae i 
and hope, and love, and every other re- 16. 
 ligious affection and action: as the Scrip- | 8 ode 
ture teaches in many places. We raiſe 2 Cor. xv. 
him, we pray to him. We believe in lauch. 
God. We believe alſo in him; and honour eee 
the Son even as we honour the Father: al- 13. xi. 15. 
though we know, that Here is one God, es vii. 
and there is none other but he; and that he John xiv. 


will not give his glory fo another. 8 75 


23. 
Nor is this hypoftatical union, becauſe 1 it zz * 
is incomprehenſible, therefore incredible Laren. 
alſo. Nor indeed does it appear to be at 
all more incomprehenſible, than the uni- 
on of our own ſoul and body, the con- 
junction of Matter and Spirit. Which 

yet philoſophy alone, without revelation, 
has taught men to acknowledge: though 
theſc ſubſtances are, to our thinking, as 


D4 in- 
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incongruous as any; nor have we the 


leaſt conception how they can be capable | 


of intercourſe, or any mutual operation. 


\ 


That Matter itſelf ſhould ever begin to 


be, or even but begin to move, is as unin- 
telligible as any article of faith, before it 


18 depraved by our explanations. Vet 
Experience aſſures us of the beginning of 
motion; though it has been diſputed: 


what has not? And Philoſophy tells us 


that the ſoul of man is immaterial. We 


yield our aſſent to theſe teachers, though 
the points have oft been controverted, and 


can never be comprehended. What 1 18 


the reaſon that te difficulties which we 


ſo readily paſs over in theſe caſes, ſhould 
be ſo inſuperable in the other? Articles 
of faith are eſtabliſhed, we may be bold 
to aſſert, upon as good grounds as ſyſtems 
of phyſics: as much regard 1s due to 


doctrines of religion, at leaſt, as to thoſe 


of any {ect of philoſophers. 


Yes; 
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SERMON III. 
Yes; but this regard cannot always be 


paid at ſo eaſy a rate. The head would 


often be convinced, but the heart remon- 


ſtrates: the underſtanding might bend, 


but the will is ſtubborn. We might 


perhaps yield our aſſent to religion, but 


it demands obedience; and requires not 


only belief, but practice. Every one of 
its doctrines is to be fruitful in grace and 
good works: and however ignorant we 
may be of the manner, or reaſons; we are 


to be well acquainted with the uſe. 


The Word was incarnate; he left he : 
glory which he had with the Father before ohn xvii. 
the world was, and entered into this houſe ®' 
of clay; he took upon him willingly the 
infirmities of the human Nature: God 
was made man for the falvation of ſin- 
ners. ; 


Could he not have ſaved them with 


leſs trouble? We ſay nothing. How was 


it t poſſible tor him to aſſume their nature? 


Silence 


41 


43 
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SERMON III 


Silence ſuits with ignorance. What 
ſhould make him willing to do it? Here 


indeed we are able to anſwer: it was be- 


cauſe he loved them. And one thing 


more we can comprehend, that they 
ought alſo to love him; be devoutly 


thankful for his incomprehenſible mercy; 


and if there is any thing in their power 
which may contribute to the ſucceſs of 


this gracious undertaking, to do it. 


There may be many obſcurities attend- 
ing the doctrine; there is none at all 

in this conſequence, that they who are 
thus redeemed, are no longer their own. 


x Cor. vi. They are bought with a price, and ought 
20. 


therefore to glorify God in their body and in 


their ſpirit, which are Gods. Now doubly 


his: ſince he who made, has again pur- 
chaſed them to himſelf; and, as far as we 
can judge, at a much greater Price. 


The . of the Ran of God: 
however incomprehenſible, is the plaineſt 
A e 
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as well as the ſtrongeſt reaſon that 
ever was, or can poſſibly be offered, for 
gratitude towards the Supreme Father, 
who gave his dearly beloved and only 
begotten Son, for our redemption; and 
towards that Divine Son, who loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us: for truſt in God, 
who having delivered up for us his Son, Rom. vill 
cannot but with him alſo freely give uss? 
all things: for humility and condeſcenſion 
to our inferiours; in obedience to the 
particular « command, in imitation of the 
wondrous example of him, who being 
poſſeſſed of divine greatneſs, the Maker Hebe 3.4. | 
and Heir of all things, yet made himſelf „ 
no reputation, took upon him the form of a 5 
ſervant; was made in the liłeneſi of men; and 


being found in faſhion as a man, he bumbled 
hi 0 and became obedient. 
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This doctrine of Chriſtianity is a fe- | 
commendation of purity, directing us to 
reverence that human *body which he c 
| honoured by being born of a virgin; and | 

may 


& r A 
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may reaſonably induce us to have a very 
high regard, but free from ſuperſtition 
and idolatry, to her who was ſo ſignally 
favoured as to be made the Parent of the 
Son of God. e 

Laſtly the incarnation of Chriſt is an 
argument for univerſal obedience, and the 7 
practice of all virtues. Since this was [ 

Tit. ii. 14. the end of his coming into the world, 70 

purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works: and ſince without this, we 
ſhall not only fruſtrate the grace of God, 
but render the greateſt bleſſing that ever 
was conferred on mankind, a calamity to 
us. Every mercy which we abuſe, we 

John iii. convert into a curſe. This is the condem 

nuation, it is an aggravation of our guilt, 

John ix, and will add to our puniſhment, 7hat light 

41, is come into the world, and men Irved dark- 

OO neſs. If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no fin: 
but now ye ſay, we ſee; ſince, as you ac- 
knowledge, you know better, or at leaſt 

have the means of information; 7herefore 

your 


SERMON Il. 45 
your fin remaineth, The more gracious 
the divine offers, the more criminal muſt 

it be either ſcornfully to reject, or wick- 

edly to pervert them. He that deſpiſed Hebr. x, 
Moſes law, died without mercy : of how much * 
ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, 

who hath trodden under foot the Son of God? 
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1. COR. i. 18. 


Tur PREACHING OF THE CROSS IS TO 
THEM THAT PERISH, FOOLISHNESS; 
BUT UNTO US WHICH ARE SAVED IT 18 
THE POWER OF GOD. 


HERE 1s nothing, how well and 
wiſely ſoever it 1s ordered, by man, 


or God, but exceptions may be taken 
againſt it, by the ignorant or ill diſpoſed; 
and that very circumſtance be made the 


matter of complaint, which ought to be 


SERMON IV. 


moſt of all the ſubje& of applauſe and 


admiration. The Croſs of Chriſt has 


is. been long à rock of offence in the way of 
i. unbehevers; 7 the Fews a flumbling block, 
A Saviour of the 


to the Greeks fool:ſhneſs. 
world who could not ſave himſelf! A 


Divine perſon relinquiſhing the glories of 


his own nature for the miſeries of mor- 
tal life, and the torment of crucifixion ! 


If the Son of God, had appeared with a 
ſplendour anſwerable to ſuch a character; 
if he had deſcended viſibly from heaven 
in a chariot of fire, and with Legions of 


Angels, to take vengeance on his enemies, 
and put his followers in poſſeſſion of 
riches, glory, power, proſperity, and plea- 


ſure; ſuch propoſals as theſe would have 
engaged attention, all nations had been 
ſoon made proſelytes; and nothing ſeen 
or heard on earth, but the moſt cheerful 

ſubmiſſion, and ſincere thankſgivings. 


This is the widen of n 1 Such a 
Saviour, and ſuch ſalvation, would, no 


doubt, 


_ $ERM ON IV. 
doubt, in our idea have been the moſt 


proper. Alas! there is no end of our 


folly, when we purſue the ravings of 
imagination; and liſten to the vanity of 
our wiſhes, inſtead of the voice of Reaſon, 
and the ſober counſels of Experience. 


Shall we conclade then, upon the 


ſtrength of ſuch a wiſe harangue, that 
Jeſus could not come from God, ſince he 


neither brought theſe benefits, of which 
we are ſo greatly deſirous, along with him; 


nor delivered us from ſickneſs, ſorrow, 
| and death, and a great number of other 
evils, which are fo grievous to us? 


But if Almighty God hath not ied 
the world; I preſume he made it. And 
hath he made it to be a ſtate of ſuch fe- 
licity as you require ? or exempted it from 
the afflictions to which you object? The 


world itſelf, it ſeems, came from God, 
though it contains all theſe bad things: 
and why might not the goſpel, thoug h it 


does not remove them? 
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= SERMON IV. 
Will you ſay, that the world, as it 
came out of the hand of God, at firſt, 
was better than it is at preſent; and that 
theſe evils were introduced into it, on ac- 
| count of the all of our firſt parent? 


What you ſay is true: but where, pray, 
did you learn it? This is not an article of 
natural religion, but of revelation. You 
believe the fall of man in Adam, on the | 

teſtimony of Scripture; why then will you e 
not admit his redemption by Chriſt onthe 3 
ſame Authority ? 


But let us ſuppoſe it to be as you have | 4. 
ſaid; that man was not liable to theſe | 
hardſhips at firſt, but has forfeited his | 
happy ſtate by his diſobedience. Upon | : 
what grounds then do you infiſt that he 
ſhould be placed again in it? Man was cre- | 
ated happy; and became wicked. Some | Jo. 
other fituation muſt be fought out for pl; 


him: a paradiſe is no place for his amend- mi 


Per- 
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Perſons who can make ſuch high de- 
mands of happineſs, muſt have formed 
their expectations, one would think, from 
wan of God unknown to us, and worlds 


ery different from this which we inhabit. 


Th Maker of the earth .on which we 


live, does not appear, by any thing we ſee 


m it, to have intended it for a place of 
pleaſure and indulgence, but of diſcipline 
and trial; offering, together with a ſuffi- 
cient, but moſtly moderate ſupply of our 
neceſſities, abundant matter for the exer- 
ciſe and improvement of our virtue. In 
this view, the world was created and re- 
deemed with equal wiſdom; and every 


ching in both theſe diſpenſations proper- 
ly adapted to the end which God de- 


kgned. 


But * we ſeek happineſs here we 


i look for what was never found. The 


plant grows not in this ſoil. But infir- 
mities and afflictions; pain of body and 
anguiſh of mind; cares and fears, and 

E 2 diſ- 
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Hebr. vii. touched with the feelings of our infirmities; 


„ all points tempted like as we are, yet 
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difappointments, both in the purſuit and 
poſſeſſion of our wiſhes; with clamorous 
paſſions and eager appetites, impatient of 
denial, inflamed by indulgence; and a 


multitude of other evils, which no tongue 
can count, or medicine heal, ſticking cloſe 
to the life of man 1n all ſtations, and pur- 
ſuing him through every period of the 
little, laborious interval between the 
cradle and the grave. 


Such is the condition, in which it has 


ſeemed good to God to place us; as we 


all ſee, and feel; ordered according to his 
own eternal counſels, not our blind will; 
little accommodated to our wiſhes, but 
choſen by his unerring wiſdom. 


And ſuch a high prieſt alſo became us; 
was ſuitable to the ſtate of ſuch ſinners; 
1oithout / / 2 


0 „ 


2 2. 0 
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our redemption, the conſideration on ac- 22: 


"SERMON Iv. "3 BY 
The cup of which we are made to A 


drink, 1s offered to the Son of God, and 


the captain of our an on made perfect Ns ii. 
through ſufferings. 
But thoſe ſufferings are alſo the price of; Cor. vi. 


1Pet.i.18, 
count of which we ſinners are received: to-19. 


_ mercy. Without ſhedding of blood there is no, 1 IX 
remiſſion; He is we Propitiation Us our fins.” John i. 


Expiatory Gender were in uſe from 
the earlieſt times, and were expreſſiy re- 
quired by Almighty God of the nation of 
the Jews. This Divine Perſon, therefore, 
that he might have ſomewhat much more Hebr. x. 


I valuable 75 offer, aſſumed à body that Was J pet. j. 
prepared for him, and offered himſelf as 49. 


Lamb without ſpot, to God. He had no. 
fins of his own to expiate: but, regardleſs 


of pleaſure, eaſe, and life, and moved by 


the moſt exalted devotion to God, and 
_ unbounded charity to man, he gave his 


fide to the ſpear he ſtretched out his arms 
E 3 upon 
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upon the croſs; and made à full, perfect, 
and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfac- 


tion for the fins of the whole world. 


But you would be glad to know the 
reaſons of theſe Rab counſels, and 
comprehend the whole myſtery of man's 


redemption. 


Do you comprehend the other plans of 
Providence in fo complete and maſterly a 
manner? Is this the only counſel of God 


which eludes your inquiry? 


God hath been pleaſed to give life, yau 
ſee, to other creatures on earth beſides 


man: did he intend them to be happy? 


are they always ſo? can any of them ever 


have deſerved to be otherwiſe? 


Per haps they were made for man. But 


why mult they die in order to ſuſtain 
him? It is written that man doth not live 


by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 


ceedell 
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SERMON IV. 


eeedtth out of the mouth of God: why did he 
not ſpeak this word? What! was there 


no ſupport to be found for him in the 


magazines of omnipotence, but by the 
ſlaughter of ſo many victims? unwilling 


victims? 


What ſay you to this part of the Di- 


vine government? Do you chooſe to cen- 
ſure it? Are you able to — it? 


You 50 your own children perhaps 


ruined by your vices ; then ask if it be 
poſſible that any perſon ſhould ſuffer but 


for his own offences. Or rather, I hope, 


you fee them become virtuous and happy 


by your care and kindneſs ; and no longer 
wonder to be told that when they and you 
are made partakers together of life eter- 
nal, you will all be indebted for ſo great 
a bleſſing to ſomething further than your 


own endeavours to obtain it. 


E 4 _ The 


50 


2 Cor. v. 


19. 


SERMON IV. 
The doctrine, that God is in Chrift re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, myſterious 
as it muſt ever appear to the eye of Cu- 


rioſity, opens to the ingenuous heart re- 


flexions of the higheſt importance. And 


who may take upon him to ſay, that ſo 


great an uſe was not even among the 


reaſons of this awful eee 


The redemption of mankind by t the 


ſufferings and death of the Son of God, 


is the greateſt proof of divine Mercy; and, 
at the ſame time, to a noble, nay, to any 


mind, the greateſt diſcouragement to 


vice, that is poſſible to be conceived by 
man; the ſtrongeſt obligation that is in 


all nature to gratitude, the ſublimeſt and 


both the unbounded extent of his 
neſs, and the inexpreſlible danger of our 


moſt forcible inducement to repentance. 


Believe then that the Almighty Father 


delivered up his only begotten, for this 


very end, to ſhew us in their full light, 
good- 


im mpe- 


SERMON IV. 


impenitence: to. teach to poor fallen 


man, the love, and the fear of him that 
made him. In the chain of being de- 


ſcending from heaven to earth, the baleful 


effects even of human vice are felt higher 
than all our conceptions can reach. God 
2s love: there is nothing he is not willing 


to do for his creatures; yet obſtinate diſ- 
obedience can fruſtrate all the efforts of 


omnipotent goodneſs. What ſhall I do? I 


As the proofs of God's grace and good- 


neſs are multiplied, ſo is the dread of his 

diſpleaſure increaſed; and this on a double 

account: the condemnation is more cer- 
tain, the puniſhment more terrible. 


57 


will. ſend my beloved Son. If we fin will fully debe *. 
aſter that we have received this knowledge of” 
the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice 


| for fins; but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgement, and fiery indignation. 


Bebold dlerefire the goodneſs and ſeverity of Rom. xi. 


God: behold them brought near to us“ 
Pn now, 
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5d „ -. 
now by thedeathof Chriſt, and ſpread out to 
an amazing magnitude: ſee, what he has 
prepared for the fin of man! how rich a 
_ ranſom! what tremendous vengeance! He 
offers you the choice of either. a 


We accept, Lord, thy tender of grace; 


Rom. iii. and are willing t be conformed to the 
29. 


image of thy Son: embracing whatever 

Hebr. iii. ſufferings thou art pleaſed to allot, that 

'f we may be made partakers of Chriſt. We 

trace his ſteps through this vale of tears ; 

without impatience, yet preſſing forward; 

not complaining of labour, yet deſirous 

of reſt. We are encompaſſed with trou- 

bles, but our eye is fixt on immortality ; 

Pſ. ii. 11. we ſuffer, in hope; and rejoice with tremb- 
ing. 


And oh! When he who once appeared in 
the form of a ſervant, and died as a male- 
factor and a ſlave, ſhall come again with 

power, and arrayed with his Father's glo- 


a l Ty, wen alſo may we be lie him; if fo be 


that | 


EY. 
"$*44 * 


SERMON IV. 59 
that we ſuffer with him, may we be glorified Rom. viii. 
together. Let us never be found among? 
thoſe truly-miſerable, who have their por- Pf. 17.14. 
tion of bappineſs in this life; thoſe Utterly 
loſt, for whom Chriſt is dead in vain; that Gal. ii. 
ungrateful impious number, who refuſe Hebr. xi, 
bim that ſpeaketh whether on earth or from 1 
heaven; and whoſe guilt and condemnation . 
are but the more increaſed, by all that 
God hath done, and God hath ſuffered for 
their ſalvation. 
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ACTS. ii. 31. 


* 


His soul WAS NOT LEFT IN HELL, NEI- 


THER HIS FLESH DID SEE CORRUPTION. 


THEN the Saviour of the world 
had now been ſuſpended, with 


his arms ſtretched out, and his hands 
-and feet nailed to the ignominious tree, 
from the third to the ninth hour; he per- 
ceived at length the approach of that 


welcome meſſenger, Death; and having 


re- 
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62 SERMON v. 


3% and he bowed his head, and gave up the 8 50ſt. 


A ns finiſhed. The important work, 


for which my Father ſent me, and I came 


willingly into the world, is at laſt accom- 
pliſhed. I have done, and have now ſuf- 


fered, the whole will of God. The bitter 


Matth. cup which might not paſs away from me, is 
nm + emptied to the dregs. It remains that I 


the palm of victory, and again in the 


pomp of triumph at the day of judgment, 


The Redeemer had no further ſufferings, 


that we know of, to endure after his 


death. It is written that His ſcul was 


not left in hell, neither his fleſh did fee cor- 


ruption. But nothing is more common. 


in Scripture than a repetition of the ſame 


ſentiment in different words. The word 


Soul often denotes the Perſon, without 


regard to the diſtinftion between Soul 


and Body, and that which is here render- 


John xix. received the vinegar, He ſaid, Tt is futhed: 4 


repoſe a moment after this painful con- 
flict. I will appear on the third day with 
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SERMON V. 
ed hell, may mean the grave, or the ſtate 
and place of the dead, without implying — 
either reward or torment. | _ 


3 


The human ſoul of our Lord was by 1 
death ſeparated from the Body; and re- 

mained, till his reſurrection, in the place 
or be of unclothed Spirits. 
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But, it's abode there was not long. The | 
departed Soul, and the crucified Body of 8 
the Redeemer were ſoon reunited; and, 
according to his own expreſs promiſe, on 
the third day he roſe again from the 
dead. The witneſſes of this important 

event are competent, clear, and full. 
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They who of all men had the beſt 
knowledge of the perſon of Chriſt, did 
themſelves ſee, and hear, and handle him 

after his reſurrection. Of theſe men which Ads i. 21, 
have companied with us all the time that the © 
Lord Jeſus went in and out among us, Be- 
 ginning from the baptiſm of John, unto that 

n | ſons 
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64. | SERMON V. 

fame day that he was taken up from Us, muſt 

one be ordained, to be a witneſs with us of his 

reſurrection. They had been his attend- 

ants for ſome years before his paſſion; and 

converſed with him forty days after it. 

They do not amuſe us with imaginations 

or conjecture: it is not a matter of tradi- 

tion or probability which they deliver. 

23 * i. But, That which we have ſeen with our eyes, 

and our hands have handled of the word of life, 

© that which we have ſeen and heard declare 

we unto you. The Apoſtles had the re- 

peated evidence of every ſenſe, for the 

truth of the fact which they publiſhed to 

the world: and if they aſſure us that their 

Luke Lord is riſen indeed; it is becauſe he ſbeed 

AQsi. 3. himſe If alive after his paſſion, by may, infal- 
 lible proofs. 
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The witneſſes of our Lord's reſurrection 

7 cor, xv. Were alſo numerous. He was ſeen of Cephas, 
5,6. then of the twelve- after that, he was ſeen "= 
' five hundred brethren at once: what an air 
of tr uth in the wor ds that follow ! QF 
| Ec _ whom 
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SERMON v. 


zohom the greater part remain unto this pre- 
ſent. It is obſtinacy then, or vice, or 
folly, or any thing but reaſon that ++. 
ports us, if we refuſe ta yield our aſſent, 
when we are compaſſed about with ſo MT Hebr. xi. 


4 cloud Y witneſſes. 


Nor are we yet poſſeſſed of the entire 


amount of their teſtimony, unleſs we re- 
flect that they were moſt undoubtedly 
uncorrupt. To what end, for what pur- 
poſe ſhould they attempt to impoſe upon 
mankind? what intereſts or views of their 
own were theſe poor men purſuing? At 
what ſcope could they poſſibly aim? Or 


by what human principle be influenced? 


Perhaps Ambition. Yes; you have de- 
tected their latent paſſion: they were in- 
deed ambitious; aſpiring to the great, but 
yet unenvied honour, of ſuffering in the 


_ cauſe of God; the dignity of bearing con- 


tempt and inſult, for the ſake of religion, 


truth, and virtue, When they had called the 1 
F Apaſtles,“ 49, 41. 


-- 


1 Cor. xv. If in this life only we have ow, in Ws ch . 
19. 


SERMON v. 


worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name; Unto 


| you it is given, as a peculiar favour and 
Phil. j. 29. honour, Unto you it is given in the behalf of 


Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but al * to 


fe er for his Jake. 


Or it was pleafare perhaps thoſe fooliſh 


perſons had in view, and the plan of 
Chriſtianity was projected as a {ſcheme of 


ſenſual enjoyment. Foohſh indeed! if 
this was the object of their purſuits. 


Their pleaſures were as little deſirable as 


their honours. The only pleaſures they 


expected, or experienced, beſide the ſatis- 
faction of a good conſcience, and the 
hopes of another life, were the pleaſures 
of being ſcourged and beaten, of being 


impriſoned, and tortured, and killed. 


ave are of all men moſt un. 


| Not 


Apoſtles, and beaten them, they commanded 
that they ſhould not ſpeak in the name of 
Jeſus: and they departed from the preſence of 


the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
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| Not only miſerable, but impious, and 
mad, to abandon their friends, and fami- 
ly, and country; for the pleaſure of 
ſpreading a known falſhood, and the re- 
ward of dying, both in body and ſoul, 
for the ſupport of it. ” | 


But what Sceptic was ever ſatisfied? 
What caviller confuted? The adverſaries 
of our faith finding no further reſources 
on the plain ground of common ſenſe, 
make their laſt retreat into the thorns of 
OP 1 


The wn it Gans: was an 
event ſo ſtrange, that no teſtimony what- 
ever is enough to prove it: the ſtory, we 
may be ſure, is not true; whoever he be 
that tells 1 . % © 


Dh what foundation pray, d you build 
an nes ſo very abſolute? 


on the foundation of Experience. 
TT. As 


680 


SERMON v. 
As how? 


I am to tell you, then, that we know 
nothing of the eſſence of cauſality; but 


found all our aſſent upon fimilitude. 


I am not ſure that I comprehend you: 


Lou cannot be poſſeſſed of fo fine an 


argument in its perfection, without hav- 


ing recourfe to the original Inventor : it 


may ſuffice to let you know in brief, that 


we believe always what is moſt /itely, 


and call that moſt likely, which moſt re- 


ſembles what we have before met with. 


But things often fall out chat were at 
likely. 


Yes; fo often, that we find it; in gene- 
ral, likely that they ſhould; and in each 
particular caſe reflect which of the two is 
leſs likely, that the thing ſhould be as it is 
5 c or the reporter repr eſent it 


falſely. 


Have 
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Have you ever found in the courſe of —u—œ—ä 
your experience that any thing was not 


true, which had been as well atteſted as 
the reſurrection? P 


It was a miracle: experience therefore, 
univerſal experience declares againſt it. 


That of the five hundred brethren who 1 Cor. c. 
faw it, Was, ſure, on the other ſide. 6, 
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You muſt appeal to preſent experience, 
Nature we find unchangeable, 9 


Naturel When 1 diſpute with you 
about Chriſtianity, I a that' you 
believe a God. 


You 6 50 perhaps too faſt. 


Then I have no further diſpute with 
you: I leave you to other hands. Chri- 
ſtianity deſires no greater honour than 
to be received by every one e that is not an 

Atheiſt. 
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Suppoſe there be a God: what then? 


| Why, then he made the world, 
Well, 


And a multitude of things muſt have 
been done at that time of the Creation, 


which are not comprehended within the 


preſent courſe of nature, Every animal, 


every vegetable, muſt have been brought 


into Being at firſt in ſome manner of 


which the world naw affords no exam- 
ples. Of this we have no experience, 


yet we allow it to be true; and we need 
no teſtimony, for we know it muſt have 


happened. 


And if the Son of God were to aſſume 
dur nature a ſecond time, and be once 
more crucified, and buried; according to 


the unalterable laws of the Univerſe, he 


muſt riſe again from the grave, and the 
* i. pains of death be le 'd as 5 before, becaty it 
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1 not POSSIBLE 3 that he ſhould be holden 


end to his Being,' and there can be no- 


and deſtructive to virtue. This great 


our Lord's reſurrection ; and the doctrine 
of a future ſtate eſtabliſhed beyond the 
: reach of controver ly. ; 


life, to inculcate a truth of ſo much con- 


his authority and by arguments. Be not Luke xii. 
afraid of them that kill the body, and after . 
that have no more that they can do. He is Luke xx. 


not a God of the dead, but of the living: for * 38. 


demonſtrated this article of faith to the 
ſenſes of mankind; and by raiſing him- 


SERMON v. 


of # it. 


The opinion that this preſent life is the 
whole of man, that death puts an entire 


thing for any one to hope or fear after it, 
is of all the moſt contrary to religion, 


errour is in a ſpecial manner confuted by 


He had indeed taken care, during his 


ſequence, and confirm it both by 
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all live unto him. But our Lord has now 


0 ap WE '£ 


222 a EET; 


- : * 
— Res r N 
— = ” —. 1 8 3 * . — . — „ » 
Lage er Ea rt ³·¹A m ³ A TT n 
* — — — — - Py 
— 
— — 


36. P — U— 
— — — * — 
EY — ae 2 _— 5 3 
22 
N = — — 84 


2 
. — 


7 
* 
E ͤ Foam rs er * 
r N r 


— 
af 
he 


Ch 


* 
W 
Wi 
y - 
5 
jd N 
1 
1 
„ 
FT of; 
W 
's 14 
4 F 
4 . . 


SERMON V. 


ſelf to life he gave at the ſame time a 
proof and a ſpecimen of the great doc- 
trine he had before delivered. Do we 


diſregard his teſtimony? are his arguments 


not convincing? yet what can we object 
to ſo plain a fact? ſhall we e diſpute * 


| . . 


the reſurrection "of the body. The light 
of reaſon has been able to induce many 
good men to look for another life after 
death. But they did not extend their 
hopes to the reſurrection of the body. 
They only truſted that they ſhould not 


We are taught farther-. to expect 


periſh wholly, but their ſouls might ſur- 
vive the diſſolution of this earthly frame. 


We now ſee that the body alſo ſhall be 
partaker of the life to come. The hand 


of death, though it lays hold on us, can 


keep nothing which belongs to us. The 


exquiſite knot, ſo rudely broken, ſhall 


Luke 


be tied again, never to be diſſolved more. 


mal: 


3 Dit wa tans od 


Behold my bands and ls wy that it is J 


XXIV. 30s 


SERMON v. 73 


myſelf: handle me, and ſee; for a ſpi 2 lab 
not Jeſs « and bones, as ye ſee me have. 


— — — 
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The dominion of our Lord is alfo con- $4 
nected with his reſurrection; which was 
his entrance, as it were, upon his univer- 
ſal government. All power is given unto Matth: . 
me in heaven, and in earth. To this end — | 
_ Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, that - 


be might be Lord both of the dead and living. _ 
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Laſtly, that moſt important article of 
faith, a ſuture judgment, is confirmed by 
the reſurrection of our Lord; who is the 
appointed judge, to whom this high office 
is committed in reward of his great hu- 
miliation; and whoſe own return to life, 
and exaltation to power and glory, is the 
greateſt inſtance, and the ſureſt pledge of 
the juſt judgment of God. As the Father john v. 
raiſeth up the dead and quickeneth them; even 26. 27;.. i 
ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will, For the 
Father judgeth no man; but hath committed 
all * unto the Son. The hour is 
coming 
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SERMON V. 


coming when the dead ſhall hear the wiice of 


the Son of God: and they that hear ſhall live, 


For as the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath 


he given to the Son to have hfe in himſelf ; 


and hath given him authority to execute 


Judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man. 
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HEBR 
For IT BECAME HIM, FOR WHOM ARE 


HOSE are commonly the fitteſt 
perſons to command, who have 
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ALL THINGS, AND BY WHOM ARE ALL 


UNTO GLORY, 
THROUGH SUFFERINGS, 


alified for 


THINGS, 
before learned to obey. Men are be# 
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- SERMON Wt 
jection. "Tis in this School they learn to 


bend their ſtubborn will, to break the 


impetuoſity and fierceneſs ſo natural to 


the human mind, and acquire that pati- 


tience of reſtraint, which is both becom- 
ing and uſeful in every condition of life, 


and moſt of all in the kigheſt. Being 
thus made acquainted with the difficul- 
ties of thoſe duties which they are au- 
thorized to enjoin, they become the more 
equitable in their commands, reſerved in 
their cenſures, and gentle in their puniſn- 
ments. Nor can it well be expected that 


any thing leſs than a long courſe of rigid 


diſcipline ſnould be able to produce ſuch 
a. permanent principle of moderation as 
will be always wanted amidſt the means, 


and ſolicitations of indulgence, 


Accordingly we may obſerve that, as 


the race of mankind, being intended for a 


higher ſtation among the works of their 


Creator, are trained up for it by the trials 


and troubles of which the world is full; 
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SERMON VI. 


ſo alſo* many a particular perſon, whom 
God hath deſigned to raiſe in this preſent 
life to an extraordinary degree of great- 


neſs, has in the wiſdom of his Providence 
been exerciſed by a ſeries of afflictions, as 


remarkable as that advancement to which 


oy: have conducted him. 


You call to mind the example of that 


' virtuous Youth, who became the ſupport 
of the old Patriarch's family, Lord of all 
the land of Egypt, and a Father to Pha- 
raoh; but not till he had firſt taſted off 


the bitter cup of adverſity, and ſeen him 


ſelf both a priſoner and a ſlave. 


You caſt your eye upon that forlorn 
fugitive, who eſcapes alone and naked 
from a houſe ſurrounded by aſſaſſins; he 


is purſued from one wilderneſs to an- 


other, and hunted (it is his own word) 
through all the mountains of Iſrael, by 


one who has been indebted for victory to 


bis valour, and to his mercy for life; till 


he 


SERMON VI. 


he i is driven to ſeck ſhelter amongſt the 
enemies he had vanquiſhed, and to fume 


the maſk of madneſs: yet is he ſtill the 


anointed of the Lord; deſtined to be the 
Prince of his choſen people, and the Fa- 
ther of the Son of God. 


Aa that very Son himſelf, though he 


had no evil habits to eradicate, nor ſtub- 
born heart to tame; though in no danger 
of being corrupted by power, or tempted 
in any ſtate of exaltation to refuſe the 
counſels of moderation and mercy; yet 
was he made conformable to the common 
pattern, and went up to the throne of 
his Father by the ſame ſteps of ſorrow. 


Labour, Want, and pain, are the beaten 


road to greatneſs. And it became him, 


for whom are all thi ngs, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many ſons to glory, to 
make the captain of their ſalvation perfect 
through ſufferings: To conduct him to his 
ſupreme dominion, through a previous 
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bis mouth. 
heart had been the end propoſed, all his 

ſufferings had been ſuperfluous. He was 
ever decked with the Robe of righteouſneſs. & Iſai. Ixt. 


a with the veſture e in blood. 


with him, though not for the ſame rea- 


| ſons, yet in the ſame manner as with 
_ thoſe whom he is not aſhamed to call bre- 1 * he 


thren. 


He did no fin, thr was guile found i: in pet. i. 
If the purification of his own 


It was not neceſſary thus to clothe him 


13. 


But Though * were a Son, yet learned he Hebr, v. 
obedience by the things which he ſuffered.” 
He was made acquainted with the ſevereſt 
trials of virtue; called to ſubmiſſion in 


it's hardeſt inſtances. He was taught by 
his Own experience and feeling how pain- 
ful the paſſage is through the ſtorms of 


human life: how difficult that diſcipline 


by which the children of God are trained 


D 85 to happineſs. And being made perfect Hebr-v- 


hav- © 
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ſtate of humiliation and ſorrow; and deal 
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| having finiſhed his courſe of afflictions, 


SERMON VI. 


and poſſeſſing the reward of them, his 


place at the right hand of God, the exer- 
Ciſe of all power in heaven and in earth; be 
became the author of eternal ſalvation unto 
all them that obey him. He governs the 
church which is yet left behind him upon 


earth; and by his word, and ordinances, 


his Providence and Spirit he conducts all 
thoſe who are willing to be thus led, 
along the ſame road, to the ſame place 
whither he is gone before: That being 
firſt made conformable to his death, they 


may become partakers of his reſurrecti on; 
and following him through the paths of 


pain and trouble, may join in his trium- 
phant aſcenſion, and that where he 7s 92 


may be alſs. 


Since then the Son of God incarnate 
was made to paſs through a ſtate of very 
ſevere ſufferings, before he aſcended up 


into heaven; and ſince his ſaints and ſer- 


vants have in this reſpect been required 


0 10 


7, hd Wl — AY 


SERMON VI. 
to tread in his ſteps; we cannot but now 


what our lot 1s like to be in going thr ough 
the ſame world. 


Nor ſhould we only learn to look for 
_ afflictions+ we ſhould be willing to find 
them, when we reflect that they have 
fallen ſo largely to the ſhare of ſo many 


perſons, better than ourſelves, and of the 


Son of God himſelf. 


Nay, we ſhould be even than#ful for our 
ſufferings, did we conſider the ends for 
which they are inflicted on us, and the 
wu good we receive from them. 


"Tt a indeed on our account, that the 
Redeemer ſubmitted to ſo low a ſtate of 
humiliation and ſorrow. He had no de- 
pravities of heart to atone for, or to cor- 
rect. Still, he died; for our admonition, 
and encouragement; for the confirmation 
of our faith; and for the expiation of our 
: ſins. And yet, even to himſelf, his ſuf- 
8 ferings 


81 


C 

ferings were not without very valuable 
fruits, the increaſe both of his honour, 

and happineſs, by the gratitude and ſalva- 

tion of a world of ſinners. He could 

not proceed to his glorious reſurrection, 

and the triumph of his aſcenſion, but 
through the gate of death. The very 
dominion which he now exerciſes over 


all things that are in heaven and earth is 
the purchaſe of his own condemnation 


before the tribunal of an unjuſt judge. 


Phil. ii. 8s, He became obedient unto death. Wi berefore | 


9, 10. 


John v. God alſo hath highly exalted him, and given 


27 him a name which is above every name; that 


at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, 


of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 


things under the earth. And hath given him 
authority to execute judgement alſo, becauſe be 
7s the Son of man. 


But the ſufferings which to him were. 
only glorious, are neceſſary to us. Our 


condition requires this treatment. We 
are lick of a diſeaſe which will yield to 
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SERMON VI. 


no other application. Into what exceſſes 


ſhould we not run headlong without this 
ſeaſonable reſtraint ! Humanity, Modera- 
tion, Charity, and even Juſtice, are too 


{ſeldom ſeen in the world, as it is: but the 


very footſteps of theſe virtues would not 


be viſible upon the earth, if Adverſity 
were baniſhed out of it. Eager Appe- 
tites, clamorous Paſſions, hearken to no 
other call. The voice of Reaſon cannot 
reach them. As full of unhappineſs as 
the world is, men ſtill find courage to be 


wicked: and the little of virtue that yet 
remains among us, is chiefly owing to 


this ſalutary diſcipline. 


We thank God, perhaps, when we do 
thank him, for proſperity; for health, 
plenty, ſucceſs and honour. We do well. 


They are the gifts of God's Providence, 
and demand our acknowledgements. 
But they are not the only bleſſings his 


: goodneſs confers on us. Adverſity ſhould 
be added to the number of his favours, 
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SERMON VI. 
and remembered in our moſt devout 
thankſgivings. 


Bleſſed be God for pain, fickneſs, diſ- 


appointment, diſtreſs; and every one of 
thoſe various evils with which the life of 
man 1s filled, and which are the ſubjects 


of our haſty complaints: Evils, which 
are our greateſt good; which afflict but 


purify, tear and harrow up the ſoul, but 


prepare it for the ſeeds of virtue. 


leſſed be God that he is not ſo unkind 


as to try us by the moſt dangerous of all 
temptations, uninterrupted proſperity : 


*That we are not undone by the accom- 


pliſhment of our wiſhes: That he 1s 


pleaſed to chaſtiſe us with his legitimate 


children, and with his dear and only 


begotten Son, Whom we hope to follow 


through the gate of the grave to a joyful 


reſurrection; and to be received by him 


into thoſe manſions which he is now 
pre- 
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heaven; where he 


for us in 


preparing 


liveth and reigneth, with the Father and 
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I. 1 HES. ir, 14; 


For Ir WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED, 
AND ROSE AGAIN; EVEN SO THEM 
ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS, WILL 
' GOD BRING WITH HIM. 


VERY command of Almighty 
IL God our Creator has a right, no 
doubt, to out obedience; and every truth 
which comes down from the Father of 
lights, demands our aſſent. Yet as our 


. Lord 


tl 
\* 


88 
f 


Matth. 


xxlii. 23, 


SERMON. 
Lord directs us to diſtinguiſh between 
the werghtier matters of the Law, which 
are to be done firſt, and the other parts of 
it, which however, are zt to be left undone ; 
ſo have we ground to put a difference 
among articles of faith: there being ſome 
capital doctrines in religion, which require 
our belief more indiſpenſably than others, 


and more amply reward our meditations. 


Of theſe the principal are that Chriſt 
died for our fins, that he roſe from the 


dead, and that he will come Wan to 


jacgment. 


Rom. iii. 


25 * 
Matth. 


XX. | 28. | 


31. 


In his death, he is ſet forth as a propiti- 
ation; as he declares of himſelf, that he 
came r give his life a ranſom for many. 


By his reſurrection, he gave full proof 
of the truth of all his doctrines, and par- 
ticularly of his future return to judg- 

Ads xvii. ment; as it is written. God hath appointed 
a "0 in which he will Judge the world in 
: Tn" 


SERMON vn. 89 
righteouſneſs, by that man whom be bath or- 
 dained; whereof he hath given aſſurance unto 


all men, in that he hath rages him from the 
dead. 


The future judgment ' 18 the completion 

of his office, in the final diſtribution of 
rewards and puniſhments; offering to 

our view, both that zerror of the Lord ſo 2 Cor. v, 
efficacious in diſſuading men from ſin; 
and thoſe exceeding great and precious pro- 2 pet. i. 4. 
miſes, by which we are made partakers of the 

| divine nature; for we know that when he 1 Johniii, 


ſhall appear, we ſpall be like him; for wer. 
Shall ſee him « as he ts, 


If we believe that 22 died, and roſe > Loa iv. 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Fe ofus © 
will God N with him. 


But both the high rank of theſe arti- 
cles in a Chriſtian's faith, and their con- 
nexion with each other, are ſhewn toge- 
ther by St. Paul in the 1 5th Chapter of 
his 
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his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians; where 

He uſhers them in with much ſolemnity, 

and dignifies them with the name of the 

Goſpel; as if all he had written before, 
through ſo many pages, had been, in 

_ compariſon, no part of it. 3 

brethren, I declare ante you the Goſpel 

which T preached unto you, which alſo ye have 

received, and wherein ye fland; by which alſo 

ye are ſaved, if ye keep in memory what I 

preached unto you, unleſs ye have believed in 

vain. For I delivered unto you firſt of all, 

that which T alſo received, how that Chriſt 

died for our ſins according to the Scriptures : 

and that be was buried, and that he roſe 

again the third day according to the Scrip- 

tures, The goſpel which I preach I 

Gal. 1.1.12. had from Chriſt. The firſt thing he 

taught me was this, That he died for the 

ſins of men; and the ſecond, that, being 

buried, he roſe again. Now if Chrift roſe 

11 275 from the dead, how ſay ſame among you that 

or 7 Ss 0 eſurreci on of the dead? Then 1 is 

_ our 


SERMON VII. 


our preaching vain, and your faith is alſo 
vain, Our religion 18 worth nothing 


without theſe parts of it. If in this life Ver. 19. 


only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men. 
moſt miſerable. 


So that the great Proof of a future 
judgment, 1s the declaration of Scripture : ; 
the teſtimony of our Lord, who is himſelf 
the Judge, and by the many wonders of 
his life, and his glorious reſurrection 
from the dead, hath given the moſt ample 
demonſtration, that he is able to fulfil 
his promiſes, and execute his threaten- 


ings; and that when the Son of man Jhall * 


come in his glory, and all the holy angels 401 7% 37 = 
him, then ſhall he fit upon the throne of bis 
glory, and all nations ſhall be gathered before 
| " M. | 


This proof from Scripture has the 
advantage of being at the ſame time 
univerſally intelligible, and deciſive ; level 
to the capacity of the loweſt among the 

vulgar, 


SERMON VIL 


vulgar, and ſatisfactory to the moſt ſcru- 
| Pons in 288 School of Philoſophy. 


But there are alſo other arguments, 
ſuggeſted by the voice of Reaſon, in num- 


ber not few, and in weight, taken all to- 
_ gether, very conſiderable; tending, each 


according to its ſtrength, to raiſe in us, 
the thoughts, or hopes, or expectation of 


another life, and a judgment to come. 


The univerſality of this perſuaſion, may 


be urged here with the ſame propriety as 


it is alleged in proof of the being of God; 
and, if the perſuaſion be equally general, 


with the ſame force. For ſo univerſal a 


concurrence 1n the ſentiments of mankind 
mult either be owing to ſome original re- 
velation, orelſe muſtariſefrom the ſuggeſti- 


ons of nature, and the plain principles of 


reaſon. The ſeeds of this belief muſt 


have been mixed with the very mould of 
which we were made, ſince they are ſo apt 


to ſhoot up in every breaſt, 


But 
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SERMON VIL 7 
But beſides this ſecondary kind of 
argument, which we draw from the con- 
current ſentiments of mankind; thoſe 
very ſuggeſtions of nature or principles of 
reaſon which have been ſufficient to pre- 


vail with others, will themſelves alſo de- 
ſerve 0 our attention. 
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The human foul, being endowed with 
the powers of perception and will, ſo re- 
mote from all the known qualities of 

matter, or even inconſiſtent with them, 
appears to be immaterial; and by conſe- 
quence, not being capable of diviſion or 


diſſolution of parts, muſt be naturally 
immortal. 


So much, at leaſt, is evident; that 
That which thinks in man, of whatever 
| it conſiſts, does not neceſſarily ceaſe to be, 
| whenever it ceaſes to act, or when its 
| | operations ceaſe to be viſible. Of which 
the ſuſpenſion of thinking during fleep, 
if there be a ſuſpenſion, is a proof. It is 


certain, 


SERMON VIL 


certain, however, that ſome perſons have 
returned to life, and to the perfect con- 
ſciouſneſs of their own identity, after a 
ceſſation for hours, and even days, of all 


the diſcernible tokens of thought or 
action. 


But there are conſiderations of a moral 
kind which lead towards the ſame conelu- 
ſion. We are conſcious to ourſelves of 
good and ill deſert, in the practice of 
virtue and the commiſſion of vice. We 
know it is fit and proper that rewards 
and puniſhments ſhould be diſtributed to 


ſuch creatures as men, according to their 


behaviour. We are all ſenſible in our 
hearts that this is right; and may deny, 


but cannot doubt! it. 


Experience alſo aſſures us that this i 18 
done, to a conſiderable degree, in the 


ſtate in which we are placed at preſent. 


We in fact live under a moral govern- 
ment, by the conſtitution of things, that 


* 
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is, by the appointment of God. He is 


therefore a moral governour over us, 
rewarding virtue ; and puniſhing vice. 


This character of the Supreme Being 


recommends him to our approbation. 
Me believe him to be true, and good, and 
juſt; and honour him the more for being 


ſo. 


Still this moral government of Cod, in 
the preſent ſtate, is not perfect; being 
obſtructed by various impediments, 


which yet do not appear to have been 


deſigned by him, in the ſame manner as 
the cauſes are deſigned which promote 


that moral government. Notwithſtand- 


ing all the tendency of virtue to happi- 
neſs, there have been good men, good at 
leaſt in compariſon of others, to appear- 
ance unhappy; and bad men whoſe vici- 
ous practice has not yet rendered them 
miſerable. Will the Almighty permit 


ſuch a defect to remain in his works? 
ſuch 
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SERMON VI. 
ſuch inequalities to go. unrectifed for 
ever? 


Or may we not rather hope, that this 
life is not the whole of man? But there 
will come after it another ſtate, in which 

the diſtinction between the good and bad 
will be made more conſpicuous and com- 
plete; and even a peculigr regard be 
had to the want of this diſtinction in the 
preſent life, ſo far as it has been want- 
ing? 


This is a ſhort abſtract of the argu- 
ment for a future ſtate, and juſt judg- 
ment to come, as it appears by the light 

2Pet. i. of nature: 4 light ſbining but in a dark 
17. place, till the day dawned, and the fun 9 


rightemneſ aroſe. 


But if unhappily all our arguments be 
ineffectual, if ſtill there be found ſome 
minds too dull to diſcern, or too diſpu- 
tatious to admit their validity; we have 


yet 


RMO N VI, 97 
yet in reſerve one method by which 
every perſon, let his capacity or turn of 
mind be what it will, may bring himſelf 
infallibly to the full belief of this great 
article of our religion: and it is this, let 

him be a good man. Let him do what he 
knows in his conſcience to be his duty, 
whether any one will ever bring him to 
account for the diſcharge of it, or not: 
Let him learn not to fear the inſpection 
of a heavenly eye: Let him be juſt ſuch a 
| perſon as he ought to be, if it were cer- 
tain he ſhould be called to judgment; and 
we may be bold to pronounce that his 
ſcruples will ſoon vanith. any inan will john vii, 
do God's will, he ſhall know of the doctrine7 © 
aohether it be of God. This method will 
help him wonderfully to ſee the force of 
arguments; and make him wiſer than the + Lao 
1 axed becauſe he keeps the commandments. It? 
will do more towards the confirmation of 
his belief than the moſt perſevering ſtudy 
of philoſophy, or even of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and it will, beſides, do that for him 
8 II w hich 


Jude 
 xx&lV, 
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' which belief cannot do: it will fave him. 
It will exceed the knowledge of myſteries, | 


or gift of tongues, or power of working 
miracles. It will place him before the 
preſence of his Judge with exceeding joy; 


and through the mercy of Almighty God, 


the grace of his Spirit, and the mediation 
of his Son, ſecure to him the poſſeſſion of 

that bliſs which others. indeed of greater 
ingenuity or eloquence, might prove with 


more exactneſs, or preach with more 


power; but which the good alone have the 


wiſdom. to obtain. 


8 ER- 
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ROM. xv. 13. 


Now THE GOD or HOPE FILL vob WITH 
ALL Joy. AND PEACE IN BELIEVING, 


THAT YE MAY ABOUND IN HOPE 


THROUGH - THE POWER op. THE HOLY 


| GHOST, 


we: are bound to give aſſent, 


n 2 | hath 


I 
7 
*% ” 
— 


"Ti is not only true, that thers is is a God | 
who made us; it is a truth to which 


Is it not a duty to be grateful? God 
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3 xxxv. 


require that we know more ? He ſpeaks 


Job 
xXxXVIIi. 26. 
28. 


a Jer ix. 55 
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bath given us all we have; and ſhould we 
not thank him for it? He zeacheth us more 
than the beaſts of the carth: and will he not 


to us loudly in all his works: are we at 
liberty not to hear? Mien he made a decree 


for the rain, and a way for the lightening of 


the thunder ; unto man he ſaid, Behold the fear 
of the Lord, that is wiſdom: and can we 
be innocent when we do not fear him? 


On this ſubje&, inattention is vice; and 
ignorance depravity. As it is written, 
T bey have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies: 
through deceit they refuſe to know me, Jai th 


the Lord. 


This belief of the Being of God is alſo _ 
moſt highly favourable to the cauſe of 


virtue, or even abſolutely neceſſary to it: 


and atheiſm ſtrengthens every temptation 
to what is evil. Naked we ſtand, and 


- Eph. vi. open to all the Her darts of the wicked one, 


10. 


having caſt away the ſhield of faith, and 


put off the whole armour of Cod. 


Jie hoe | Secondly, 


* too 
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| Secondly, Let us now ſuppoſe that, as 
we were originally created by Almighty 


God, ſo we have been redeemed by his 
Son: That we had fallen from a ſtate of 


_ happineſs by the In of our firſt parents; 
and were become liable for our own of— 


fences alſo to further degrees of our 
Maker's diſpleaſure, and to everlaſting 
| condemnation: That this Divine Perſon 


interpoſed in our behalf, took upon him 


our nature, and in a human body bore 
the puniſhment due to our offences; thus 
putting it into our power to be reſtored 
to God's favour, and again made par- 


takers of bliſs eternal. 


Is not this inſtance ſimilar to the pre- 


ceding? may not faith be as much a duty 


in the one caſe, as in the other ? according 


101 


to the words of our Lord, Ye believe 17 Joke xiv. 


God; believe alſo in me. 


It is of no importance in this queſtion 
which way the knowledge is conveyed, but 


H 3 whe- 


1. 


162 
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whether it be in fa conveyed to 1 us. The 
voice of God in his works is, in ten thou- 
ſand inſtances continually, unheard and 


as often, when it is heard, diſregarded. 
But we are much to blame for our neg- 
ligence, and more for our obſtinacy. It 


is the ſame with his word addreſſed to us 


in the Holy Scriptures; provided it be 


- @ ®, 


loud enough to be heard if we attend, and 
plain enough to be. underſtood if we 
be docile. In ſhort, from a willing mind, 

and a good diſpoſition his commands. 
will meet with regard in both caſes; from 


men of other principles, in neither. 


The benefit which the chatten Rew⸗ 
lation propoſes to us certainly deſerves a 


ſerious thought. This is the leaſt reſpect 
we can pay, to an offer of everlaſting life. 


We know that we are ſinners, as ſurely 


as we know that we were born; and if 
ſinners, liable to God's wrath. When 


we are told therefore that we may be re- 


conciled to our Maker. and reſtored, to 


his 


SERMON vil. 1603 


his love and favour for ever; is it not 
worth while to conſider whether this be 
true, and how it may be done? Inquiry 
then is plainly our duty; in a matter of 
ſuch importance, ſerious inquiry; in one 
where ſo many prejudices are concerned, 
impartial. If then ſerious and impartial 
inquiry will produce conviction, convic- 
tion is a duty; and unbelief a ſin. 


And as it was obſerved of the belief of 
a God, ſo this faith in Chriſt is not only 
right in itſelf, but alſo highly beneficial 
to the believer. The Chriſtian os a 


is a ſchool of virtue. id 
i 

The . of men by the Son of 2 44 
God, with the doctrine of a future judg- # 
ment to be executed by that Divine Per- 1 


ſon, who came down from heaven, to be 
crucified, in order that he might deliver 
us from death eternal, is the ſtrongeſt. 
argument that was ever urged, or that 
can be conceived to make men good. It 

Do ”. has 
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„ SERMON VII. 
has an efficacy proper to work upon every 
diſpoſition; to reſtrain the raſn, to reco- 


ver the fallen, to confirm the wavering, 


to ſoften the obdurate, to awe the pre- 

ſumptuous, to encourage and animate the 

deſponding and weak, and to improve and 

exalt the virtuous and good | of every 
degree to perfection. 


But, Thirdly, than is alſo ſtill another 
Perſon, of Divine Nature; another, and 


yet united with the Son and Father, in a 


manner intimate beyond all other union, 
and inconceivable by mortal men ; whoſe 


concurrence 1s equally neceſſary to our 
x cor. aii. ſalvation, ſince no man can ſay that Jeſus is 


3 the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt; to whom 
all Chriſtians are dedicated 3 in baptiſm; 


Matth. Go ye, therefore, and teachall nations, baptiz-. 
xxviii.19- ing them in the name of the Father, and of 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; in whoſe 


2Cor.xiii, name Chriſtians are ſolemnly bleſſed, The 
grace of our Lord Ye efius Chriſt, and the FO of 
God, and Ze communion of the Holy Ghoſt be 


EW with 
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with you all; who is ſo united with the 
Supreme Father, as the Spirit of a man 1s 

with himſelf, for what man knoweth the! Sor. . 
things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man which 

7s in him? even ſo the things of God knoweth 

no one, but the Spirit of God; who by 
dwelling in Chriſtians, makes them the 
| temple of God, Kno ye not that ye are the 1 * 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
duwelleth in you? Ye are builded together er Eph. ii. 
an habitation of God through the Spirit; by © 


whom all good perſons are led, comforted, . viii. 


Jane; fied, and fealed unto the day of redemp- — he: 


tion; and by whom together with the 8 
Father and the Son the whole body of i; 2385 
the church is upheld and governed, for Eph. iv. 


there are di verſities of gifts but the ſame 1 Cor.xii. 


Spirit; there are differences of adminiſtrations, . 5c. 
but the Jame Lord; di verſities of operations, 
but it is the fame God; which worketh all in 
all, Now if it be thus diſcovered to us, 
that there exiſts beſides, and yet together 
with the Son and Father, a third Divine 
1 Perſon, to whom we are indebted for ſo 
many, 
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many, and ſuch bleſſings; can we be any 


longer at liberty whether we wall acknow- 
ledge him or no? 


The manner in which we receive inti- 


mation of theſe benefits alſo is not mate- 
rial; whether by divine revelation, or by 
experience, reaſon, or human teſtimony. 


For the obligation ariſes from the import- 


ance of the benefits, and the degree, not 


the kind of evidence we have of them. 


It is our part to attend with reverence, 
and inquire with diligence, and decide 
with fairneſs: and if ſuch an examination 


would end in aſſent; aſſent is our duty; 


diſobedience is impiety, and unbelief a 
crime exactly like that of atheiſm. 


As it is thus a neceſſary duty to believe 
in the Holy Ghoſt, ſo this faith alſo will 
be of great N to us; and, together 
with our belief in the Father and Son, 
contribute powerfully to the ſatisfaction 
of our minds, and to our adyancement'1 in 
all goodneſs. 
That 
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That there is often difficulty in acting 
rightly, i is plain matter of experience. If 
you cannot admit that man wants any 
degree of uprightneſs which he ever poſ- 
ſeſſed; he wants at leaſt that which, if he 
had it, would be a great bleſſing to him. 


Paſſions and appetites ſeduce him often 
from his intereſt; his intereſt itſelf ſome- 


times from his . 


The 998 diſpoſition is different, no 
doubt, in different perſons: but in no 
perſon does it appear to be accommodat- 


ed to the practice of virtue in the manner 


| that is abſolutely the beſt. An improper 


education, and the corrupt ſtate of the 
world into which we are born, have per- 
verted us ſtill further, even very early. 


But we who are grown up, have alſo, all 
of ſus, diſordered, our own appetites, affec- 
tions, paſſions, by" irregular gratifications, 
and broken the balance of our internal 


conſtitution, by imprudent indulgences. 


Where 1 1s the perſon who can fay, ke has 
not 


roy 


1035: 


Luke xi. 
+ 
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not betrayed the authority of Conſcience, 
that Vicegerent of God within; but on 


the contrary has ſuppoi ted it in the pre- 


eminence to which it is juſtly intituled, 
and by an uniform obedience rendered 
it's power as abſolute, as it's right 1 is un- 


queſtion able? 


In this ſtate therefore of difficulty in 


the diſcharge of what we feel to be our 
duty, and know to be our happineſs; 
mult not any offer of help be embraced 
with alacrity, any hopes of it cheriſhed 
with joy, and every probable direction to 
obtain it, received with gratitude, and 


purſued with earneſtnels? 9 A 


If ye being evil know bow to give good 
gifts unto your children: bow much more 


ſhall your Heavenly Father give the 13 5 


Spirit to them that aſe bin? 


We wreſtle not, not only, FRE freſh and 
blood, but againſt principalities, againſt 


powers, 5 


SERMON VIII. 109 
powers, thoſe infernal Beings who have 
uſurped ſo large a ſhare in the dominion 
of this wicked and deluded world. And 
our defence is proportioned to the danger: 
but, like the ſervant of the man of God, we 
are blind to our own ſtr ength. Behold an 
bot compaſſed the city both with horſes and: Kin. vi. 
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chariots; and be ſaid, Alas! my maſter, _y_ 
Boro ſhall we do? And be anſwered, Fear | 
not: for they that be wwith us, are more than 4 
they that be with them. And the Lord opened 4 
the eyes of the young man, and he ſaw: and 1 
behold the mountain was full of horſes, and i 
chariots of fire round about Eliſha. bi 
The preſence of Almighty God every 


where, has always been urged, and juſtly, 
as a powerful argument to withhold men 
from the commiſſion. of ſin. But the 
object is brought ſtill nearer to the eye, 
and acquires a prodigious magnitude 
from this article of a Chriſtian's faith, 
That the Divine Spirit, one Perſon of the 
FFW mot 
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1 1 Cor. vi. 
"FP 


SE R M O N VIII. 
moſt ſacred Trinity, inhabits within him; 


and that his body 7s the Temple of Fu * 
Chop, 


He pretend not to underſtand the di- 


ine goodneſs, any more than to deſerve 
it. One thing he knows, that it becomes 


1 Pet: i. 
I's 
1 John iii. 


him, ſo much the more, to be Holy in all 


manner of converſation and godlineſs. He 
that hath this hope, ey 9 If, even 4s 


he 1 is pure. 


He rene that he is now 4a debror, not | 


» to the fleſh, to live after the fleſh: for if ye 
live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye 


through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 


body, ye ſhall live ; that every ſin i is offenſive 
to his heavenly gueſt; and every habit of 


it incompatible with his preſence: that 


the pollutions of the world, and the de- 


ceits of it, are alike repugnant to the 
Spirit of truth and purity: they profane 


the temple of God, and drive out the 


D from within him. 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Lord! who may ſtand in thy 
ſight? We tremble to reflect on thy tran- 
ſcendant goodneſs; and contemplate. OUT 
own happineſs with terrour. 


| Depart from me, for I am a ſinful man, O Lake v. 

Lord. Or rather, come, and purify, and © 
prepare an habitation for thyſelf. Burn 

up every inordinate affection, kindle every 

holy deſire with the brightneſs of thy pre-! P in. 


ſence. Thyſelf make us ſuch, that thou john xvi; 


_ m_—_ delight to dwell within us; and Jo ati 
oe we may ve one with mew, our Cre- 2g Do 
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SERMON IX. 


x JohN i. 24. 
AnD HE THAT KEEPETH HIS COMMAND» 
MENTS, DWELLETH IN HIM, AND HE 
IN HIM; AND HEREBY WE KNOW THAT 
HE ABIDETH IN US, BY THE SPIRIT 
WHICH HE HATH GIVEN, US. | 


\HE Scriptures in many. places 
ſpeak of the Holy Spirit as abiding 
n ye are not in the fleſh, 


[ bo in the Spirit; if ſo be that the Spirit ben il. 


God dwell in you; now if any man have not the? 
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114 SERMON IK. 


_ xiv. SpiritofChrif, he ic none of his. 1 will pray the 
16, 17. 


Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever, 
even the Spirit of truth; he dwelleth with you, 


1 Cor. iii. and ſhall be in you. Know ye not that ye are 


16. 


the temple of God; and that the Spirit of God 
Eph.ii. delleth in you? — All the building fitly 
m_ framed together groweth unto an holy Temple 
in the Lord; in whom you alſo are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the 
John iii. Spirit. — Except a man be born of water and 
F the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 


Rom. viii. of God. — As many as are led by the Spirit of 


'+ God, they are the ſons of God. Sanctifica- 
tion is repreſented not as being exactly 
the ſame thing with the inhabitation of 
God's Spirit, but the ect of it; as being 


1 Cor. vi. his work. — Such were ſome of you: but ye 


are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, — in the 
name of the Lord Teſus, and by the Spirit of 
1 Pet. i, 2. cQur God. — Elect according to the foreknow- 


edge cf God the Father, through 8 3 
of the Spirit unto obedience. 


Nei- 


SERMON R. 


Neither is it probable that the preſence 


of the Holy Ghoſt thus ſpoken of, is to 

be underſtood of any favour peculiar to 
the firſt ages of the goſpel, or confined to 
ſome few among the number of good 
Chriſtians. The phraſes now recited bear 
the face of a more extended fignificati- 
on, and ſeem to promiſe a general bleſſing, 


Let many ſerious perſons pretend to 
no experience of this: and that experience 


which has been alleged in ſeveral ages, 


and particularly in our own, ſeems to be 
attended with difficulties: the proofs not 


altogether unexceptionable; the circum- 


ſtances ſometimes ſuſpicious: to the cre- 
-ating of doubt and uneaſineſs in believ- 
ers; and to the fcorn of infidels. 


But ſurely we need not be reminded 


that Chriſtians may have the aſſiſtance of 


the Spirit of God, without the power of 
working miracles. The very readineſs to 


receive the Goſpel, even in the firſt age 
-- 4 of 
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3. 


1 Cor. xvi. 


9. 


Acts xvi. 
14. 


S ERM ON IX. 
r Cor. xi. of it, is aſcribed to his operation; 20 nan 


can ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghojt. — A great door, ſays St. Paul, 


and effectual was opened unto me. — It is 


written of Lydia, whoſe heart the Lord 


opened, that ſhe attended unto the things which 
were ſpoken. 


Often indeed the preſence of the Di- 
vine Spirit was in thoſe days viſible in 


miraculous works: which is not ſo now. 


Nor is this altogether unaccountable. 


The Father of all diſpenſes his bleſſings 


to his children with a kind of ſparing 


liberality; never beſtowing leſs than is 
neceſſary; ſeldom much more than is ſuf- 
ficient. In the beginning of the Goſpel- 
age, when the world was to be converted 


to a faith, that oppoſed the reigning pre- 


judices and intereſts of mankind; the 


4. 


preachers were furniſhed with proporti- 


x Cor. i» onable abilities, and the demonſtration of 


the Spirit, was that of power. But as ſoon 
| < BS 


SERMON IX. 


as Chriſtianity by theſe ſupernatural 
means was ſpread abroad in the world, and 
men were diſpoſed to receive the Goſpel 
with leſs averſion: the powers which 
were no longer neceſſary were no longer 
given. By degrees they became more 
rare and leſs diſtinguiſhable; till at laſt 
they vaniſhed from the earth. Men 

may therefore now believe in Jeſus, and 
yet not be able to tate up ſerpents, or drink 
deadiy poiſon without danger: you may 

meet with pious perſons, but none whoſe 


touch will heal the ſick; with many whoſe 
faith, we truſt, is not only as a grain of 


muſtard ſeed, but ſtrong and active, and 


yet if they ſay to this mountain be thou re- 


moved and caſi into the ſea, it of an not obey 
them. . 


Chriſtians alſo may have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, without being inſpired with the 
certain knowledge of all divine things, or 


with {kill infallible in the interpretation 


of Scripture. Ignorance, doubt, and 


13 errour, 
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SERMON IX. 

errour, may reſide in the ſame breaſt with 
the fountain of all truth and light : be- 
_ cauſe he pours not out the ſtreams of his 


bounty without meaſure; but divideth fo 


1 Cor.xii. « every man ſeverally as he will. 
15 y man ſeverally as he w 


The 8 pirit was promiſed to the Apoſtles 


to teach them all things, and bring to their 
remembrance whatſoever the Saviour had 
ſaid unto them. And they laboured in 


the ſervice of the Goſpel as they were en- 


abled and commanded. They commu- 
nicated the will of God to the world; 


they committed it to writing for future 


ages; and they ſealed it with their blood. 


But yet, though the ſubſtance of our 
duty is evident, and the heads of the 


divine laws written in large characters; 


there are ſtill many queſtions, and to ap- 
pearance conſiderable, which can receive 


no probable anſwer without the utmoſt 


uſe of induſtry, and the help of learning, 
and with both no certain deciſion. 


Howò- 


„ % oe oC ¶ ͤ d 8 


SERMON IX. 119 1 

However the divine revelation might — 

be imparted to the primitive teachers; 1 

their ſucceſſors have it to learn by ow if 
and uncertain methods. But the ſame 
Being who made the world, redeemed it: 
and can we wonder to find a reſemblance 
in his operations? Our firſt parent never 
paſſed through the ſtate of infancy, but 

came into the world a man. The lot of 
his poſterity is different. We are weak 
and helpleſs in our beginning of life; and 
aſcend by tedious and tottering ſteps to 
our limited degree of ſtrength and of un- 

derſtandin 8. 
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The aa Apoſtle might boaſt, Je Gal. i. 
Goſpel which was preached of me is not after 
man. For I neither received it of man; nei- 

ther was I taught it but by the revelation of 

Jeſus Chriſt. When it pleaſed God who ſe- 

parated me from my mother's womb, and call- 

ed me by his grace to reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the heathen ; 1 
2 conferred not with fleſh and blood, From i} 
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120 SERMON IX 


Ty Tm. i. bein g 4  blaſphemer and a perſecutor and 
injfurious, he became at once not a whit 


3 Cor. xi. inferiour ro the very chrefe eſt Apoſtles. 


But we are not to meaſure our expect- 
ations by theſe great examples. It is 


enough that our Lord hath aſſuredly pro- 


Matth. miſed, To be with us alway even unto the end 
| xxviii. 20. 


John xiv. of the world: and to procure for us another 
16. Comforter that he may abide with us for ever. 


On this promiſe, and this Comforter, 
we ſtill rely for ſuch help as is ſtill need- 
ful, though not ſuch as we might vainly 


wiſh: acknowledging at the ſame time 


that we are as ignorant as we are feeble, 
both beſet with danger, and encompaſſed 


with doubts. Whoever thinks that good 
Chriſtians ſhould be exempted from 


errour, may demand alſo that they ſhould 


be delivered from pain; be freed from the 
debility of childhood, the folly of youth, 


the decays of age; be created compleat in 


every power, and ſtart up at once to the 


hy of Br 
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SERMON IX. 

May we not add, That good men may 
be led by the Spirit of God, and yet they 
themſelves not diſtinguiſh his holy influ- 
ence? and be conducted ſafely in the way 
to heaven, without diſcerning the very 
hand that guides them? How is this in- 
credible? 


78 Ya believe, all of you, the Providence 


of God. It is a doctrine even of natural 


religion. Can you diſtinguiſh between 
the acts of God, and the courſe of Na- 
ture? What is it that God doth? He 


doth all. No doubt. He ruleth in hea- 


ven above, and in the earth beneath. 
But he is inviſible to your eyes: nor can 


you certainly ſeparate, in the tranſactions 


that lie before you, human weakneſs 
from omnipotent power; or draw the 


preciſe line in any one event, which you 


now ſee, between God and Nature. 


He is ever doing good, and almoſt ever 


in a manner that exceeds alike our deſerts 
eee ee e Ne 
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my path, and about my bed. — And yet, © 
J ob xxiii. Bebel T go forward, but he is not there, and 
backward, but I cannot perceive him: on the 


9. 


Mark iv. 


SERMON IX. 


and our underſtanding. His heavenly 


hand, like the hidden ſpring i in a machine, 
works unſeen, yet powerfully ; is little in 
appearance, but in effect wonderful. He 
delivers from dangers we never feared, 
beſtows a thouſand benefits we knew not 


that we wanted. Not a ſparroo is forgot- 


ten before God: the very hairs of your head 


are all numbered. In the mean time the 


original cauſe of all 1s undiſcerned, per- 
haps alas! unthought of. He 1s about 


left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
behold him: he hideth himſelf on the right 
band that T cannot ſee him. 


80 is the kingdom of God, as if 4 a man 


26, Kc. ' ſhould caſt feed into the ground; and ſhould 


\ ſleep and riſe night and day; and the ſeed 
ſhould ſpring and grow up he knoweth 
: for the earth bringeth forth fruit 


not how : 
F berſe If, firſt the blade, then the ear, 


. 


SERMON IX. 
after that the full corn in the ear. And 
_ oben the fruit is brought forth, immediately 
| he putteth in the ſickle becauſe the harveſt is 
come. — The ſeed is the word of God; 

the heart of man is the ground into 

| which it is caſt: if this be good, doubt 

| not the care of God; he will cauſe it to Rom. viii. 
ſpring and grow up, though We know not hob. Job 
His Spirit which helpeth our infirmities, _ 
will ſhed on it the fweet influences of hea- g 
ven, ſupport and cheriſh our tender good- 

| neſs, defend it from the inſects of the 

{ earth, and the ſtorms above: the fruit is 

a life of piety and faith, good works and 

charity, purity and patience : when this 

is brought forth, the ſickle is in the hand 


of the Angel of death, and the harveſt 1 is 
immortal glory. 


It is certainly both allowable and pro- 

per to conſider the moſt ſpeculative points, 

which have any relation to religion; but 

our attention ſhould be much more em- 

f payed on practical Ms and moſt of 
all - 


all on practice. 
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us, queſtion his promiſes leſs; perhaps 


underſtand them better; certainly be more 


* partakers of them. 


There are, and will always be, innu- 
merable things in the divine government 
impoſſible for us to comprehend. And 
as thoſe which are more known to us 
require our thanks and praiſe; ſo the 


former call for other ſentiments and diſ- 
poſitions of mind equally reaſonable, ad- 
miration, ſubmiſſion, truſt: and all con- 


ſpire to demand the conformity of our 
In caſes which 
we underſtand, we ſee there is great rea- 


lives to the will of God. 


ſon for this; and in thoſe we do not, 
there may be greater. 


When we read of the miracles done by 


the Apoſtles, and find that in ancient 
times the blind received their ſight, the 


deaf heard, the lepers were cleanſed, the 
lame 


If we would obey God's 
commandments more, we ſhould, all of 


SERMON IX. 


lame walked, and the very dead were raiſed 
at the ſpeaking of a word; we are amazed 
at the powers beſtowed on the firſt 
preachers of the Goſpel, and ſhould be 

willing to ſubmit to any degrees of rigour 


in our lives, that ourſelves alſo, if it were 


| now poſſible, might be honoured with 


the ſame ſignal endowments. "Though 


we are not ſo wickedly fooliſh as to think, 
that the gifts of God can be purchaſed 


with money; whatever could procure 


them we ſhould be forward to offer, 


crying out, with that falſe convert, Give 


me a Yo this power. 


He that keepeth his commandments dwell- 1 Jon ii 
eth in him, and he in him. Be as good 128 


men as the firſt preachers of Chriſtianity, 


keep but with equal care the command- 
ments of God, and the ſame Spirit will 
be, zs already, in you which was alſo in 


them. You cannot work miracles; but 


you are as dear to your Heavenly Father, 
ö ee, 


. —— 
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as thoſe whom he enabled to raiſe the 


dead. 


Nay more; men may work miracles in 
ſupport of God's true religion, and yet 
be found at laſt, to have been the ſervants 
of another maſter; and the preacher of 
righteouſneſs be condemned for his. ſins. 


IP Many will ſay to me in that day, Lord, 
| and in thy name have caſt out devils, and 
in thy name done many wonderful works ? 
then will T profeſs unto them, I never knew 


you ; depart from me ye that work iniquity. 


Lon: * Jn this rejoice not that the Spirits are ſub- 
Ieldt unto; but rather rejoice that your names 
1 e are written in heaven. To obey is better 


racles. 


There will be found among the work- 

ers of wonders, among Apoſtles, Pro- 
phets, Martyrs, who ſhall be cuz of, and 
* | 7 
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Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name, 


than ſacrifice : a good life is above mi- 


SERMON IX. "T7 
caſt into outer darkneſs, But of thoſe who 
love God, and keep his commandments, 
not one ſhall be loſt. 'The obedient ſhall 
all be received into the ſtate of bliſs, 
and be made kings and prisfts to God, for 


ever and ever. 


"OE, 
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JUDE x. 3. 


TraT YE SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND 
FOR THE FAITH WHICH WAS ONCE 
' DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS, 


HE N the Apoſtles, were filled Ads fl. 4 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
| ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance; the miracle, according to 
the notion of ſome writers, was wrought 
upon the audience. Though they that 
alte were Galileans, and too. as 
„ R : theſe 


— — . — — 
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theſe perſons ſuppoſe, the language only 


of their own country; they were Heard 


by every man in his own e in which be 


was born. 


However that may be, in whatever 
words the newly inſpired Apoſtles might 
utter the wonderful works of God, on the 
day of Pentecoſt; the doctrine and duties 
of the Chriſtian covenant, which they 


have left behind them in writing, are, 


now at leaſt, in one language; and the 


whole New Teſtament has been thus 
delivered down through many ages, and 


diſperſed into every nation of the world. 


And yet, alas! ſuch is the power of educa- 


tion, cuſtom, intereſt, and other cauſes, 
that we have deduced a great variety of 
very different opinions «nd ſyſtems of 
faith from one common written word. 


Every Church, and Se& has a ſenſe of 
it's own, which it learns to affix to the 


language of Scripture. And though 
400 bat ſpeak to us be all Galileans, though 
there 
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there be among them no diverſity of ſpeech 
or diſagreement of doctrine ; Prejudice, it 


ſeems, has been able to work ſomething 
like that firſt great wonder upon us : we 
hear them every man in bis own tongue in 
| wh! ch he was born. 


The 8 which we thus owe to 


prepoſſeſſion, we ſupport and patroniſe 


with a temper as different from that 


earneſtneſs enjoined by the Apoſtle, as 
are the tenets, poſſibly, for which we 
contend, from the faith which was once 


deli vered to the Sai nts. 


| This Spirit ſteals upon us ſometimes 
almoſt inſenſibly, and we are in the midſt, 
or at the head of a faction, before we 


ourſelves are aware of it. We know 
not on either ſide, what we are doing, 

but we perceive the diſtance widens, and 
charity and union are become impracti- 


cable. We caſt the blame always on our 


adverſaries; and impute to them the di- 
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e 
viſion that is ſo detrimental to us both. 


Wo obſerve not the motion of our own. 


veſſel; but the ſhore flies from us. 


Sometimes we enter into theſe factious 


conteſts out of a regard, as we fancy, to 


Religion and Truth. The cloak of 
zeal is thrown over; and it covers even 
from our own eyes, often indeed from 
them only, avarice, ambition, vanity, or 
reſentment. 


When we are moved therefore to take 
upon us the execution of theſe orders of 


the Apoſtle St. Jude, and are going out 


in our armour in this cauſe of Faith; 
there are a few cautions we may do well 


to take along with us. 


The firſt 1 18 this, That we be ſure it 1s 
indeed the very Faith which was once deli- 
wered ; to the Saints; no innovation intro- 
duced in later days by the authority or 
artifice of men. That we erect not on 


the 
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the baſis of capr ice or intereſt, a towering 
ſyſtem of opinions; and call this, The 


temple of the Lord; The Per and ground of Jer. vi. 4, 


I Tim. i iii. 


the Truth, 5 


In the next place, it would be adviſable 


that our zeal ſhould abate, as the articles 
of our belief are multiplied. Deductions 
in Divinity are dangerous. We ſhall do 


well to keep the Form of ſound words; but 
may be more moderate in our concern for 
very ingenious explications of them. Be. * * 


rooted and built up in Chriſt, and ſtabli ed 


in the faith as ye have been taught : but be- 
ware left any man ſpoil you through Philoſo- 


phy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 


men, N the rudiments of the world. 


But muſt not follies be checked as they 
riſe? can new errours be oppoſed without 
new terms? Suppoſe a perſon aſſents to 


the words of the Goſpel, but contradicts 
the whole meaning of it: he allows, for 


inſtance, the Reſurrection; but explains 
K 3 


it 


MM SERMON K 


: Tim. ji. it into allegory, or teaches that it is paſt | 


55 ili. already. I grant it: He overthrows the WM ill 
Faith — A man that is an heretic after the 1 
firſt and ſecond admonition, reject.” Tet, Ti 
remember, that Reſerve is the companion u 
of Wiſdom, and the Guardian of Autho- tl 
oY” CE” | | | 1 


1 Cor. xi, If any man ſeem to be contentious; we have g 
0 no ſuch cuſtom, neither the churches of God. a; 
Let us refute the erroneous, and repreſs n 
the arrogant, by the clear teſtimony of 1 
Scripture, and by the practice of the firſt 1 
churches: not enlarging our chriſtian 1 
creed into an univerſal body of all philo- 7 
ſophy, not deciding in it all things that t 
ever have been diſputed, not corrupting 
it with great ſwelling words of vanity, 

nor framing continually our Faith anew 1 
in conformity to thoſe ſyſtems of Science, 
fa jh fo called, which ſpring up and decay 
in every age; and are ſucceeded by others, 
as highly celebrated, "ang 7 as ſoon ors 


gotten. 
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Our ſhallow ſhort-lived ſophiſtry is but = 
ill ſuited to that word of God which liveth 1 Pet. i. 
and abideth for ever. Being in their na- 
turerepugnant, they cannot be thoroughly 
united. Like the iron and the clay in 
the feet of Nebuchadnezzar's Image, 
they are materials that will not incorpo- 
rate. Preſerve the ſacred truths of reli- 
gion, and deliver them down to the lateſt 
ages, unviolated. They need no orna- 
ments of our's, they will receive none. 
They are defiled by decorations. Thou Peut. 


Halt build the altar of the Lord thy God of . 5 
whole fones; thou ſhalt not build it if bewn * _ 
tone: for if thou lift up 8 fool upon it, 


thou aft polluted it. 


5 


Nor is every thing which is contained 
in the Scripture itſelf, for this reaſon 
eſſential to religion. In this great ſtore- 

houſe of divine truths there are not only 
veſſels of gold and filver, but of wood and 
fone; ſome to honour, and ſome, I do not ſay, 
t o diſhonour, but of a rank leſs Giſtinguuh- A 
KE 4 ed. 
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ed. It may be truth, and a Scripture 


truth, for which we contend ; and yet our 
zeal may be not well placed. The poſ- 
ſeſſion muſt be very valuable which is 


not dearly purchaſed at the expenſe of 
peace. Truth is indeed of an awful pre- 
ſence, and muſt never be affronted with 


the rudeneſs of direct oppoſition; yet will 5 
| ſhe conſent for a moment to paſs unre- 


garded, while your reſpects a are 3 to 
5 her Siſter Charity. 


If it be the obſcure, the minute, the 


ceremonial part of religion for which we 
are contending; though the triumph be 
empty, the diſpute is dangerous. Like 
the men of Ai, we purſue perhaps ſome 
| Hittle party that flies before us, and are 
eager that not a ſtraggler may eſcape; but 


when we look behind, our ny is in 


flames. 


e band. bur-for the e 
reaſons, as we ſhould not be forward, 


and 
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and urgent in impoſing the profeſſion of 


ſuch articles, or the uſe of ſuch ceremo- 
| nies, as are not, or are not plainly eſſen- 
tial to religion; ſo if unreaſonable men 
will lay them upon us, we will do all we 


can to content them. We will refuſe no 
burden for the ſake of peace. We will 


prefer the proſperity of the church of 
Chriſt before the ſatisfaction of our de- 
ſires, or the honour of victory. Or rather, 
we will eſteem it yet a greater pleaſure 


and triumph, to bend to the infirmities of 


the weak, and yield up our own inclina- 
tion and judgment, to the prejudices, or 
the paſſions, or even the perverſeneſs of 
our fellow Chriſtians. 


1 It is a poor argument that is ſo often 
brought by the diſturbers of order; That 
we are obliged to bear our feſtimony, as 


their phraſe is, againſt encroachments. 
We do it beſt, by differing as far as 


poſſible from the ſpirit of thoſe who 


make them; oy not following their bad 


exam- 
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example; nor accepting their challenge 


to quarrel about little matters; by ſhew- 
ing that we value peace more than they 
0s we e 


An honeſt man, much more a Chri- 
ſtian, may not indeed profeſs any thing 


contrary to his belief, or practice any 


thing againſt his conſcience; but he may 


join in communion with ſuch as do; and 
the pretence or the hope of better edifi- 


cation, will not always counterbalance 


the apparent miſchiefs of ſeparation and 
ſchiſm. 5 


Zeal not only for faith and opinion, 


but even for holineſs, if it break out beyond 
the reſtraints of Prudence and Charity, 
changes it's name and nature, and be- 
comes as much more dangerous, and 
culpable than indifference, as the beſt 


things when corrupted are worſe than 


others. At leaſt, if it be ſtill a zeal for 
God, yet not being according to Riowledge, 


a8 
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as the Scripture ſpeaks, being miſtaken in 
it's meaſures, without diſcretion itſelf, 
and unwilling to ſubmit to the guidance 


of any other; the effect and conſequence 


may be as bad, as if the cauſe were more 
criminal: and after ſome interval of time, 
and the regular progreſs from Enthuſiaſm 


to Hypocriſy; the end and iſſue alas! »ay 


be no other than the propagation of that 


very unbelief and wickedneſs which at 
firſt we intended to root up. 


God indeed i is not tied to the rules of 
188 prudence; but is able to bring 


light out of darkneſs, and make his own 
ſtrength moſt conſpicuous in the weak- 
neſs of his inſtruments. But, ſetting aſide 


his miraculous interpoſition, which is not 


| haſtily to be relied on, or to be alleged in 
our days ſurely without ſtrange preſump- 


tion, as the learned only can be ſuppoſed 
to inſtruct, ſo none but the magiſtrate 


muſt be allowed to govern. And this 


regular ſubordination muſt take place in 
J) :..-. the 
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the Chriſtian, as well as every other 


community, if we are truly deſirous of 


it's proſperity and continuance. 


| Severe he might be, and rigorous, but 
he was a wile commander, and a true 


lover of his country, who put his own 


ſon to death, for fighting in oppoſition 
to his orders; though he brought back 
with him in his hand the head of an 
enemy. 


But beſide the danger and miſchief; 


theſe looſe diſorderly efforts of ſelf-willed 


and ſeparate adventurers, however more 
violent and obſervable, yet in effect and 
force are not to be compared to the im- 
preſſions of a compact, well governed, 
and obedient body; like the Grecian 
phalanx, as it is deſcribed by the Poet , 
ſtill and ſteady; ſilent, but yet reſolute; 
= - ardent 
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ardent without clamour ; ; and active 
without confuſion. 


A good man choofes indeed to err ra- 
ther on the ſide of charity; or elſe, we 


are too favourable in our conceſſions, 
when we allow that thoſe perſons who 


thus break looſe from the reins and order 
of government, are actuated always by 
pious views, and a well meaning enthu- 
ſiaſm. We know, at leaſt, the time has 


been, when under a conduct not unlike 


to theirs, and the ſame profeſſions, have 


been concealed the moſt malignant and 
dangerous deſigns. The demure hypo- 
crite, with all his cant, has been at laſt 
detected : notwithſtanding his furious 
preaching of a ſublimer piety, and a yet 
more thorough reformation, his venom 


has been diſcovered; and the Sectary, 
touched with Ithuriel 8 ſpear, ſtarts up 


into a Jeſuit. 


That church, whaſe carneſtneſs indeed 
in 


nh 
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in this contention can never be denied, 


has yet, we think, in other reſpects been 
highly culpable; and may ſerve, in con- 


cluſion, for an example of the violation 
of all the rules and cautions now expreſſed 


or inſinuated. A ſyſtem of faith too 
large and volumnious, in ſome parts 
injurious to religion and virtue, in many 
not true, in others not certain, or not 
important, they yet maintain, impoſe, 
and propagate, with a violence and ty- 


ranny which no faith or truths whatever 
are ſufficient to juſtify, and by arts which 
are condemned by all the principles of 


mor ality, 


There 1s one way, however, by which 


we are always at liberty, both Laity and 
Clergy, to plead for our own principles, 
and recommend that ſyſtem of faith, and 
form of worſhip which we embrace, 


whatever it be, to the acceptance of 
mankind: a way which is likely to be 
the moſt effectual of any, and is liable 


— pd 
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to none of thoſe objections which are 
with ſo much reaſon alleged againſt many 


other methods of making profelytes. It 
is ſuch a method of converting others, as 


will be ſure at leaſt to have a good effect 


upon ourſelves; and will neither expoſe 
us to the cenſure of obſtinacy and ſchiſm 
on the one hand, nor of injuſtice and pe- 


ſecution on the other. In ſhort it is the 
practice of virtue; the conſcientious diſ- 


charge of thoſe duties, and the cultivation 
of thoſe graces, which are enjoined by 


the univerſal and acknowledged princi- 
ples of morality, and recommended by 
every profeſſion of religion. Reverence, 


reſignation, gratitude to the Supreme 


Being; reſpect and tenderneſs as well as 


juſtice and fidelity to mankind ; mode- 


ration, ſelf-government, ſobriety ; theſe 
things will probably recommend our 
belief to men, ourſelves moſt certainly 
through the mediation of Chriſt, to 
the mercy of our maker. Tis thus we 
may beſt adorn the doctrine of God our 
5 Sa- 
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ili 0. Savitur, widen the pales of his church, 

and ſtrengthen his dominion. In this 
way we may all be preachers of righte- 
ouineſs, a nation of Lomas 


There is no o dener, in our days, in 
the profeſſion of religion; and the diſho- 


nour is yet perhaps on the ſide of infide- 


lity. So much the more let us bend our 
endeavours to practice; the only point 
that has in it any difficulty, or much diſ- 


tinction. Let us preſerve the profeſſion 


of a pure faith, in charity; have zeal 


without fierceneſs ; and meekneſs without 


fear; ſpeaking the truth in love, and adding 
* iv. o our faith virtue, be not unfruitful in the 
1 Peri. 5. knowledge of our Lord Teſus Corift. 


To whom with the Father and the 


Holy Spirit, be glory and majeſty, domi- 
nion and power, now and for ever. 


| 8 ER- 
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Max, THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN THEE, 


W HO can forgive fins but God alone ? Luke v. 
ſaid the Jews in wonder to each?! 


| other, when they ſaw the Saviour of the 


world, who had ſo often cured their bodily 
diſeaſes, undertaking to remove the ſe- 
verer maladies of the mind, and to heal the Luke i ir. 
broken hearted, 5 8 
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| It is true, God 1s both Lawgiver, and 
Rom. xiv. „Judge: who art thou that judgeſt another 
+ man's ſervant? to his own maſter he ſtandeth 
or falleth. The Conſcience of every man, 
accuſing or acquitting him as he behaves, 
is God's voice within. It delivers the 
dictates of that Reaſon: which he hath 
imparted, the ſuggeſtions of thoſe prin- 
ciples he hath implanted; in his name, 
and with his authority. When we act 
contrary to it's directions, we know that 
we do wrong, that we violate the law of 
him who made us, and deſerve a puniſh- 
ment which no power on earth can remit. 
Kings and Magiſtrates, who diſpenſe 
Juſtice or mercy to all others,. according 
to their own pleaſure, are yet themſelves 
ſubject to the control. of this inward: 
os, and while the Priſoner reaſons 
AQzxziv. of righteouſneſs, temperance, and j udgment to 
come, the guilty Judge trembles. 


WWW | 


= Whatever be the nature of our crimes, 
whether they be violations of temperance, 
| juſtice, 
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juſtice, or humanity; they are all offences 
againſt God. Deliver me from blood-guil- Pal, li, | 
 Zineſs, O God. It was murder this penitent 
ſinner had committed; yet he cries, 


againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done 
this evil in 2 thy f fight. 


Yet was our Lord guilty of no blaſphe- _ 
my, when either to the poor paralytick, ute. 
who was let down into his preſence a alib. 
through the roof, or to that contrite 

woman, who waſhed his feet with her Luke vii. 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 5 

her head, he vouchſafed to pronounce 
thoſe comfortable words, J. by fins are for- Luke v. 
given. The Son of Man had power upon 24. 
earth to forgive fins. He was inveſted 

with his Father's authority, was himſelf 

God, as well as Man; the Maker and 
Governor of the world. All things were John i. 3. 

made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made, that was made. When he 

came into the world, he came unto his John i. 11. 
on, though big own received him nut. 
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| Nay, his Apoſtles, authoriſed by his. 
commiſſion, guided by his Spirit, and girt 
with his power, they too, while here on 
earth, could forgive fins. As my Father 
hath ſent me, even ſo ſend J you. And when 
he bad ſaid this, he breathed on them, and 
faith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
Whoſe ſoever fins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whoſe foeve 2 1 ns ye retain, 
r are retained. | 


The authority thus received they ex- 
erciſed, often in acts of mercy; giving 
health to the ſick, feet to the lame, and, 
| like their Lord, looſing from their infir- 
mities thoſe whom Satan had bound for 

many years: ſometimes in acts of judg- 

Acts v. 9. ment; How is it that ye have agreed together 
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold the 
feet of them which have buried thy huſband 
are at the door, and ſhall carry thee out. Then 
fell ſhe dewn flraightway at his feet, and 
yielded up the Ghoſt, 


Paul 
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Pau filled with the Holy Ghoſt, fet 65 8 OY 

eyes on him and ſaid, O full of all ſubtilty and” 
all miſchief, thou child of the devil, thou 

enemy of all righteouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe 

to pervert the right ways of the Lord? the 

hand of the Lord is upon thee. — And there 

fell on him a miſt and darkneſs, and he went 

about ſeeki ng foe to lead him by the hand, 


That which remains of this authority 

in the Church, if it may be called by the 

ſame name, being ſtripped of it's mira- 

culous power to diſcern the innocent from 

the guilty, to inflict judgments from 
heaven, or to deliver from them, muſt be 
content to exert itſelf within much nar- 

rower limits, It is the power which be- 

longs to every ſociety, and to the Chri- 

ſtian, as well as others, of excluding the 

unworthy, and receiving back the peni- 

tent. And this branch of his authority 
the Apoſtle Paul himſelf was willing to | 
execute in conjunction with his own diſ- | 
ples, Suficrent to ſuch a man is this Pu- Cor. ü. 

| L3 I niſbment” 
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SERMON XI. 
niſhment which was inflicted of many. 


Wherefore ] beſeech you that you would con- 
firm your love towards him. To whom ye 


forgive any thing, I forgive alſo. 


% miniſters of Chriſt now can only 


££2.2 1 jou the terms on which God 


Wil! forgive fin, and theſe they muſt deli- 
8 5 Ys ind them in the Goſpel. 


The light of nature | ſaggeſts no cer- 
tain way "of obtaining the forgiveneſs of 
tin. The offender may be ſorry for his 
pat miſconduct, and amend his life; but 
ths is not to be innocent, but penitent. 


Did we not receive all our ability to do 
well from God's bounty? If then we had 


employed it in all things according to his 


vill, where had been our merit, or his 


obligations? Having not exceeded the | 


ſtrict demands of juſtice, we might truly 
| ſtyle ourſelves unprofitable ſervants, who 


obe vii. had done that Which was our duty to do; and 
nothing 


1 6 ot 


1 a - ——_— 8 K 


SERMON XL 
nothing more. We had only not offend- 


ed: and therefore could aſſume to our- 


ſelves but this part of praiſe, to be free 
from cenſure; and lay claim to no greater 
reward, than that of eſcaping puniſhment. 


But alas! we muſt relinquiſh even this 


pretenſion; and be obliged to own, that 


of all the gifts of God to man, there is 


none more ſuitable to a ſinner than For- 
Siveneſs. | 


And God will forgive ; he is diſpoſed, : 


and hath promiſed to do ſo. Some ex- 
perience of his mercy we have at preſent. 
It is he who ſupplies our wants; and does 
he not alſo bear with our offences? How 
often doth he ſpare when we deſerve 
puniſhment? how often in wrath remem- 
ber merry ? 


In the revelations which he hath been 
pleaſed to make to mankind, Almighty 


God hath publiſhed the charter of his 


1 4: 5 
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SERMON XI. 


mercy more explicitly. Even to the Jews 
he proclaimed his own title, The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful, and gracious, long-ſuf- 
fering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth. 


But it 1s the Chriſtian religion which 
exhibits the moſt ample diſplay of the 
divine mercy, whether we conſider the 
extent of it, or the manner of diſpenſing 


Markxvi. it. Go ye into all the world, and preach the 


15, 16. 


39” 


goſpel to every creature; he that believeth and 


| Afsxili. 75 baptized ſball be ſaved. By him all that 


believe are juſtified from all things, from 
which ye could nat be Juſt fied 2 the Law of 


Moſes. 


But the kd in which this great 


mercy is conveyed, recommends it be- 


yond any other even of the divine bene- 
factions; and 1s indeed aſtoniſhing. We 
thank God for our creation, preſervation, 
and ſupport. We do well. They are 
benefits we have not deſerved, and can 
never repay. But theſe bleſſings, however 


im- 


SERMON XI. 
important to us, are 'yet, if you will 
overlook both the freedom of the lan- 
guage, and the meanneſs of it, no expenſe | 
to him. To make a world, to God is no 
more than to utter his command. Hes xxxiii 


pale, and it was done: let there be light; and Gen. i. 3. 
res Was Lg. 


| To recover men, when fallen by their 
own diſobedience into a ſtate of ſin and 
miſery, this appears to have been a taſk 
of a very different nature, more difficult 
to be accompliſhed, and requiring, I had 
almoſt ſaid, all the efforts of omnipotence. 


For conſider in what terms it is repre- 
ſented to us. So G0 loved the world, that 8 iii. 
be gave his only begotten Son. He hath made Eh. 16. 
us accepted in the beloved, in whom we have 
redemption through his blood. He ſpared not Rom. viii. 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. 
And the Son himſelf was willing to be 
thus given for us. I lay down my lie for Johns. 
yu Sheep: No man taketh it from me; but 1 * 


lay 


SERMON XI. 


John xv. lay it down of myſelf. Greater love bath no 


man than this, that a man lay down his life 


ph. v. z. for his friends. Chrift hath loved us, and 


hath given himſelf for us, an offering and a 
 facrifice to God. 


| Some allowance we might expect, for 
the many infirmities of our nature, and 
the perpetual and imminent danger of 
our ſituation, from a God of equity and 


goodneſs, himſelf the author of our being, 


the maker and governour of the world : 


but to what number or degree of tranſ— 


greſſions his mercy might extend; or what 


meaſure of woe we might be required to 


exhauſt, before the cup of his wrath 
would be turned away from us, could be 
determined by no deductions of human 


reaſon. He offers us the forgiveneſs of 


every ſin; and lays the weight of puniſh- 
ment upon the head of his Son, 


Yet extenſive as this offer is, however 


wonderful this love, in one reſpect they 


are 


SERMON XI. 
are limited. There are yet conditions to 
be performed on our part, to make us 
proper objects of this abundant grace: 
and after all the overflowings of the divine 
goodneſs, without faith and repentance, 
we cannot be partakers of it. It is true, 

So God loved the world, that be gave his only at ſupra. 
begotten Son; but why? to the end that all 
that believe in him ſhould not periſh. Our 
Lord did ſay, Greater love hath no man than ut ſupra. 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends; but how? ye are my friends, 

if ye do whatſoever I command you 

What was the Goſpel that St. Paul Ad xx. 

preached ? I kept back nothing that was pro- 
table unto you; but have ſhewed you, and 

baue taught you publickly, and from houſe to 
bouſe ; teſtifying both to the Fews, and alſo to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Receive therefore the tender of mercy 
with humble gratitude : be ſenſible that 
vou want it, and thankfully comply with 

FE the 
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SERMON KI. 
the conditions God hath been pleaſed 
to annex to it. Neither doubt his good- 
neſs, nor diſpute his authority. - Believe 
what he teaches, obey what he commands. 
If he has provided an atonement for you, 
it is becauſe you wanted it, and you may 


Pf. ii. 12. be ſure he is ready to accept it. Kiſs the 
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fon left he be angry, and ſo ye periſh from the 
_ right way, if 1s wrath be kindled yea but a 
He, : 


| You will not, even under the goſpel, 

perform an unſinning obedience, or arrive 
at abſolute perfection; but you will aſpire 
after it, and draw nearer towards it, 
making continual advances in piety and 
goodneſs. You will ſuffer no fin to have 
dominion over you, no graces or virtues 
to be ſtrangers to you. 


You have not beheld. the | glory of 1 the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth, performing miracles of mercy for 
the ſalvation of - mankind, and cannot 
| Wente be Sail of aſcribing thoſe won- 
ders 


SERMON XI. 157 
ders of divine love, of which yourſelves 
have been witneſſes, to the powers . 
neſs. But, to exhort you in the Apoſtle” 3 
words, Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in Hebr iii. 
any off you an evil heart of unbelief, in „ 
parting from the living God, and leſt any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
fin. If we fin willfully, after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more ſacrifice for ſins ; but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery 


. 


Alas! the very grace of God itſelf, and 

the offer of mercy through his Son, may 
prove pernicious to us; and turn, if we 
will have it ſo, to our greater condemna- 
tion. Forgiveneſs repulſed will return in 
vengeance: the blood of Chriſt, if it be 
trampled under our feet, will ſpeak but 

the ſame things with hat of Abel, and the Her xi. 
voice of it cry out againſt us. Not only Gen. iv. 
the judgments of God are to be feared; 200. 
his very mercies are awful, and every 


bleſ- 


EE 
bleſſing has an edge with which it can 
2 Pet. ii. wound. I had been better not to have 
80 known the way of righteouſneſs, than after 
they have known it, to turn from the holy 


John v. commandment delivered unto them. = Behold 


thou art made whole, fin no more, leſt a worſe 
thing come unto thee. 
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Bur! SOME MAN WILL SAY, HOW ARE 
THE DEAD RAISED UP? AND WITH 
WHAT BODY DO THEY COME * ? 


IILOSOPHERS and the vulgar, 
| Pagans and Chriſtians, have diſtin- 
guiſhed between the Soul and Body of 
Man. By the light of nature alone, men 
have been enabled to look through the 
dark earth tabernacle with which the 

human 


166 SERMON XII. 
human mind is encompaſſed; and diſcern 
the ſpiritual inhabitant within. Who 

does not fee that ſuch life and activity, 
ſuch an extent and vigour of imagination, 
ſuch clearneſs and penetration of reaſon, 
and ſuch earneſt aſpirations after virtue 
and immortality, can never be the genuine 


ſo cloſe to the earth, and ſinks into it ſo 
organs are but ſlaves in the ſervice, or 


rather inſtruments in the hand of a much 
nobler Being? 


— x. in Scripture. Fear not them that kill the 
body, but are not able to hill the foul ; 


but rather fear him which is able to de- 
the grave till the third day; yet when one 


Luke him, as he was hanging upon the croſs, 
xxiii. 4 2, 


properties of that heavyclod which cleaves 


ſoon: and that theſe groſs corporeal 


This Adi den is elf clots tonne: 


firoy both ſoul and body in hell. The body 
of our Lord himſelf was not raiſed out of 


of the two malefactors who ſuffered with 


de. Jad unto Teſus, Lord, remember me when 
thou 


T... . . Om a-. ee ade 


SERMON XI. 


thou comeſt into thy kingdom. Jeſus ſaid unto 
him, Verily I. jay unto thee, to day Halt thou 


be with me in in paradiſe. 


Now fore powers of the human mind. 
or ſou] ſeem to be exerted with leſs de- 
pendence on the body than others; the 


intercourſe between theſe two partners 


being either not uniform, or not always 


alike obſervable. The ſtrength of the 


underſtanding is by no means proporti- 


oned to that of the hmbs. A perſon of 


very weak intellects may be happy in a 
robuſt and vigorous habit of body; and 
on the other hand, the higheſt mental 
_ endowments, the brighteſt wit, the rich- 
eſt fancy, the ſoundeſt judgment, now 
and then make what amends they can for 
an infirm and * conſtitution. 8 


ende . of the body 
may be taken away, the greateſt part of 
it by gradual decay be loſt, or even the 


whole by degrees changed, without any 
* 
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_ _BERMON XI. 
apparent alteration in the power of the 
mind. Men have ſhewn as much clear- 


neſs of apprehenſion, and ſenſibility of 
heart, in their laſt moments, as in any 


part of their lives. And tracing the ſoul 


in it's paſſage to the very confines of the 


other world, ſometimes we can diſcern no 


diminution in it's capacity or feeling: but 
it ſeems to go into the unknown ſtate 


with it's paſſions in their full ſtrength, 
and every faculty in perfection. 


Yet at other times, and in many in- 
ſtances, on the contrary, the Mind ap- 
pears to exert herſelf with leſs freedom; 


and gives ſigns of a cloſer connexion with 


her earthly companion. She ſeems to 
ſympathize with the body in every the 
leaſt diſorder and infirmity; taſting no 
pleaſure by reaſon of the other's com- 
plaints, and drooping under weakneſſes 
not her own. The very uſe of her rea- 
ſon 1s interrupted and loſt ; ſhe becomes 
e or diſtracted by the leaſt 


vio- 


Tc 


SERMON XII. 


violence done to the minute parts of the 
corporeal ſyſtem; by the vapour of a 


plant; by the touch of an inſect; by the 
_ diſcompoſure, it may be, of ſome portion 


of our frame even too ſmall for human 
diſcernment. 


80 wonder ful is the union between the 
ſoul and body of man; ſo important, and 


yet incomprehenſible: in it's hidden na- 
ture utterly beyond all our reach; and 
even in the external appearances, vari- 


ous, ir regular, and contradictory. 


Even ſkep itſelf, however the matter of 


continually repeated and univerſal expe- 


rience, is found to be a ſubject that baffles 


all our philoſophy. Inſomuch that ſome 
ſpeculative men have not been able to 
ſatisfy themſelves on this head, without 
recourſe to what is little leſs than mira- 
culous; aſcribing the perceptions in our 


repoſe, to the nocturpal viſits, and illufive 
operations of ſpiritual Beings unſeen and 


- innumerable. 
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8 E R M 0 N XII. 
Bleſſed Lord! How little do we know 


of thy works! Of thoſe parts of them 
with which we are moſt converſant! How 
blindly do we conjecture ; how vainly 


err! Well may we be 1gnorant of thy 
infinite Eſſence; ſince our own frame 


_ eſcapes our knowledge, and we are ſtran- 
gers even to ourſelves. Overſpread with 
ſuch darkneſs, we look to the revelation 
of thy word, and rejoice in. that heavenly 


light; reſigning ourſelves entirely to thee; 


our head and heart; our conduct to thy 
command, our underſtanding to thy 


illumination. We are wholly thine, 
both body and ſoul; in the hands of thy 
mercy, Father, in every ſtage of our ex- 
iſtence: while we dwell firſt in this houſe 
of clay ; next when we ſhall enter, as we 
ſhall quickly, unclothed into the world 


of ſpirits; and laſtly when the two parts 
of us, after a long, perhaps, and un- 
known ſtate of ſeparation, ſhall be finally 


reunited, never to be divided more. 


Still, 


re o — 
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8 E RMON UI. 
till, Curioſity will be prying into my- 
ſteries: Some man will ſay, How are the dead 
raiſed up? and with what body do they come? 
Thou fool : fool; not for wanting ability to 
anſwer theſe queſtions, but for being 
weak enough to propoſe them. That 
which thou ſoweſt is not quickened except it 
die. Grain thrown into the ground can- 


not ſpring up again without loſing it's 
preſent form and contexture. By diſſo- 
lation only muſt it be quickened into a 
new and more abundanr life, yielding 
ſome thirty, ſome ff xty, and wad an ad 


fold. 
With what body do they come? It is in his 


power who made all things, to aſſign to 


each what body he will: yet, you ſee, he 


gives to every ſeed it's own. A grain of 


wheat doth not ſpring up into barley? 


Tf God ſo clothe the graſs of the field, ſhall be 
not much more clothe you, O ye of hittle 
faith? Truſt him; at leaſt, where you can 
do 5 for yourſelves; or if you could, 
„„ would 
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SERMON XI. 
would do harm. You, it is likely, would 


be for preſerving the life which you now live 
in the fleſh, and keeping the bodies of 


which you are already in poſſeſſion. 


Death, whenever it comes, is generally an 
unwelcome gueſt; admitted, becauſe he 
will not be put back. And yet this 
death, or a change equivalent to it, is the 
only means, now at leaſt, ſince the fall, 


by which our dying bodies can be ad- 


vanced to their due perfection, and be 


made partakers, with the ſoul, of immor- 
tal life. 2 


We find all kinds of animals fitted for 
the ſtation they are placed in, and the 
duration intended for them. Fiſn, fowl, 


beaſts, inſects, have all bodies with organs 


accommodated to their ſeveral degrees of 
perception and action. The caſe is the 
ſame, we ſee, with man, in the preſent 
world: and if it is revealed that we ſhall have 
bodies alſo in the world to come; we may 


be ſure, it is becauſe we ſhall want them; 


*% 


and 


SERMON XI. 
and that they will be ſuch as we ſhall 


want. Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. Is it a wonder that this 
feeble, periſhable frame, ſhould be found 
unfit for an incorruptible and eternal 


ſtate? an earthly fabrick for the heavenly 
on” 


, 


| There are alſo celeſtial bodies, and bodies 


terreſtrial. Some animals on earth, not 
to fay all, at a certain period paſs forward 
into a ſtate extremely different from that 


which was firſt aſſigned them. But the 
frame of their body is altered to ſuit with 


the intended removal; and it now as much 
requires the air, ſuppoſe, or the water, as 
before it was averſe from it. They can- 
not ſubſiſt at all but in the very element, 
which, a very ſhort time before, would 


have deſtroyed them in a moment. The 
human frame itſelf, among the reſt, un- 


dergoes one ſuch change even here: How 


is it incredible then, that when man ſhall 


he removed into yet another world, he 


M 4 _ ſhall 
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SERMON XI. 
ſhall want, and ſhall be ſupplied with a 
celeſtial body, as different from the 


_ earthly, as the place of it's reſidence, or 
the nature of it's occupations? 


. Our Saviour indeed ſpeaks of the re- 
ſurrection, as a perſon might be expected 
to do concerning a future ſtate in gene- 
ral. His Apoſtle Paul does the ſame, in 
ſome parts even of this very Chapter 
where he takes ſo much pains to eſtabliſh 
the doctrine of the reſurrection, and to 
ſilence objections againſt it. The great 
point, no-doubt, in which we are con- 
' cerned, is, whether death will be the end 
of us; or whether we ſhall live after it : 
and if we ſhall, whether our future con- 
dition may be affected by any thing 
which it is now in our power to do. If it 
be ſufficiently made known that we ſhall 


2 Cor. xi. thus live after death; whether in the body, 


or out of the body, it might ſuffice that God 
knoweth. However he hath been pleaſed 


to reveal to us, in ſome degree, even this 
| point 


584 — pep. 5 — 
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point alſo. Not only our natural hopes 
of a future life are confirmed; we are alſo 
taught that we ſhall be again clothed with 
bodies, ſuitable to that heavenly ſtate; 
and that we ſhall die no more. 


Happy for us, if any 8 doc- 
trine, of natural or revealed religion, any 
expectation, or any reaſon whatever, have 
influence enough to induce us to live well, 
the little time we do live here on earth : 
if regard to our preſent or future welfare, 
if the fear or the love of God, if reve- 
rence to our ſouls, created after his image, 
and by their birth immortal, or reſpect 
to our very bodies, which ſhall be made 
ſo, or any other argument, prevail with 
us to do that which is right, well pleaſing 
to our maker, and approved by our own 


conſcience, and to eſcape the corruption that a bet. 1.4. 
7s in the world. 


God made us; hath ſoul and body; = 
Therefore glorify him both in your body, and 8 


1 
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— 3 


in your ſpirit, which are God's. But he not t 

only made, he preſerves us alſo ; he halderh © 

our ſoul in life; he ſuſtains our corporeal ol 
fraine; he feeds, and clothes, and pro- "of 

tects us. All our care can add nothing I 

to our ſtature, and little to the length of C0 
PEXIvil. our days: but he will be our guide both ES 
3 unto death, and beyond it; and ſuffer no C 


part of us to periſh. Our ſouls are in his 
Matth. x. hand; the hairs of our head are numbered 


8 by him. The life which he has given, or f 
rather one infinitely more glorious both t 

in ſoul and body, if we will accept of it, V 

he promiſes to reſtore, and to continue t 

for ever. [ 

1 

P.. vii. 4. Lord, what is man that thou art mindful '$ 
of bim; or the ſon of man that thou thus vi- C 

 fitefſt him? What thanks, what ſervice ( 


ſhall we pay thee for thy unbounded 
roodneſs? This poor periſhable life, if we 
give it wholly to thee, is a ſmall return 
for thy mercies, and 1s already thine. In 
that future ſtate, which thou art pleaſed 
— 


SERMON XI. 


to promiſe, let us continue to be employ- 


ed in the performance of thy commands. 
All thy bleſſings, even the light of thy coun- 
tenance in heaven itſelf, will leave our 


happineſs imperfect, if we are not per- 


mitted to tender to thee ſome tribute of 
our thankful hearts, and gratify the ar- 
dour of our affection. 


Thy mercies are innumerable and in- 
finite, and our obedience and praiſes, 


though they add nothing to thine honour, 
will yet, we truſt, for our ſake, be ſuffered 


to approach thee to all eternity. Com- 
pleat all thy kindneſs in admitting our 
little ſervice; and fill up the whole mea- 
ſure of our bliſs, by receiving from us a 


drop into the ocean of thy Felicity and 
Glory. 


7 
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MAT T H. xxv. 46. 
AND THESE SHALL GO AWAY INTO 
EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT, BUT THE 
RIGHTEOUS INTO LIFE ETERNAL. 


HE N the Lord formed man 
upon the earth, and breathed into 
his noſtrils the breath of life, he created 
him, to be immortal, and made him to be an Wiſd. ii. 
image of his own eterni ß. 


2 


From 
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From this happy immortality, Man, by 

| his tranſgreſſion, fell into a ſtate of miſe- 
Wifd. i. ry, and death. For God made not death; 

but ungodly men by their works, and words, 

Rom. v. called it to them. Or rather, By one man ſin 


122. entered into the world, and death B y fin: and 
ver. 14. ſo death paſſed upon all men: 5 reigned 


even over them that had not ſinned after the 
fimili tude of Aaam's tranſgrefion. 


If our firſt parents, upon their diſobe- 


dience, had been puniſhed with immedi- 
ate death, they had ſuffered only what 
they too juſtly deſerved : and their poſte- 


rity had, in that caſe, been nothing ;, no 
matter of diſpute, no objects of injuſtice 
or of favour ; but claſſed among the in- 


numerable tribe of poſſibilities, without 


Being. 


However, Almighty God was pleaſed, 


in the overflowings of his goodneſs, to 


ſuſpend that ſentence of death which he 
had pronounced, till a race of men were 


born 
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born into the world, ſuch as could pro- 
ceed from ſuch parents, fallen from their 
uprightneſs, and driven out from the 
happineſs of Paradiſe and from the tree 
of Life, into a ſtate full of trouble and 
temptation, of diſeaſes, and death. 


Can we help reflecting here, as we paſs 
along, on the deſtructive nature of ſin, 
how ruinous in it's effects both to our- 
ſelves and all around us: how bitter even 
when tempered with mercy; and dread- 
ful, though diſarmed of half it's terrors. 
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Still further; it pleaſed the Supreme 
Father, in the depth of his unſearchable 
wiſdom and love, to provide for us a de- 

liverer from the power of this death 

which paſſeth upon all men; and by the 
death and reſurrection of his dear Son, to 
open once again to us the gates of life, 

and reſtore us to that immortality both 
in body and ſoul, for which he had cre- 

ated us. Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- Matth. 
| herit 4, 4s: 
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berit the kingdom prepared for you from the 


foundation of the world. As in Adam all 


; Ons xv. die, even ſo in Chrift ſhall all be made alive. 
66. We trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be 


"a xx. raiſed incorruptible. Neither can they die 


any more : for they are equal unto the angels; 


and are the children of God, being the chil- 


dren of the refurrect on. 


Good men, under every diſpenſation of 
religion, conſidering how full of trouble 


the world is, and to how great a degree 
the comforts and bleſſings of it are diſ- 
perſed promiſcuouſly, have encouraged 


themſelves with the hopes of a future 
Hebr. xi. recompenſe, and the proſpect of a better 


country, that is an heavenly. The Chri- 
ſtian religion, you ſee, both confirms 


theſe expectations, and enlarges them; 


aſſuring us that all good perſons ſhall be 


made glorious and happy, both in body 
and ſoul, with God to all eternity. 


This article of our faith, in the firſt 


place, 
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place, 3 is to be received with the moſt pro- 
found thankfulneſs to the great Author 


of our Being, who created us at firſt for Ki 
happineſs, and perſeveres through a courſe 1 
of ſuch aſtoniſhing meaſures to bring us . 
at laſt to the poſſeſſion of it. Who being 0 
exalted in his own nature to the height lk 


of bliſs and glory, could have no views 
towards himſelf in any thing he has done 

for us; and yet has created the earth for 

our accommodation, given his dearly 
beloved Son for our redemption, and 
prepared his own heaven for our happy 
habitation for ever. Lord, what is man?! Pl. inp 4- 
that thou art mindful of him? and the Son of 6, . 5 
man that thou vifiteſt him? Thou madeſt him 

lower than the Angels, to crown him with 

glory and worſhip. 
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ah This doctrine of life ever- 
laſting is the greateſt ſpur to obedience, 
and the practice of virtue, not only out 
of love and thankfulneſs to our divine 
benefactor, but out of regard to our own 
5 | N . intereſt. D 


— ut ae — — — p 
— — — — 2 — 2 
— — 


—— — — — — — 
. ͤ •ñ ˙ ˙⁰0—ñ — - 
— — 
- — — — F IIS I rr IE A re — 
— — — — — — — — — — — 
— - — . * 
N - * 


—. re Ie en 
= 4 T4 5 22 ed M0 . — —— 


1 
* 


— 


— 


— on; 


. 
az — 


* , 


SERMON XIII. 


_ intereſt. The richer the reward, the 


more it deſerves our aſſiduous and earneſt 


Phil.ii.4.endeavours. Shall we not preſs toward 


the mark for the prize of the high calling of - 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, when we reflect that 


Cor. i. 9. in value it exceeds all that eye hath ſeen, or 


Pfſal. 


** h 


ear heard, or that hath entered into the heart 


of man, and hath beſides this tranſcendent, 
excellence, that, like the giver's mercy, it 


endureth for ever? The poſſeſſions or diſ- 
tinctions of this vain world in their na- 


ture can never ſatisfy, and drop from us 
as faſt as we obtain them, at the lateſt 
with this ſhort life, and many of them 
much ſooner : but the heavenly bliſs con- 


tinues unfading to eternity; and after the 


revolution of endleſs, endleſs ages, is but 


ſtill beginning. How ſhould we deſpiſe 
the empty pomp, the idle buſtle, the little 
greatneſs of this poor tranſient ſtate; 


. 1.1.18. were The eyes of our unde, fanding, by God's 


grace, enlightened, to know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance. The wiſe merchant, 

5 having 
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having found this one pearl of great price, MR. 
xiii 46. 


ſells all that he hath, and buys it; gladly Match. 
facrificing eaſe, pleaſure, profit, whatever xi. 44. 
is moſt dear and valuable, and life itſelf, 

and eſteeming all as nothing, when com- 
pared with an Eternity of Happineſs : a 
recompenſe infinitely too great for any 
ſervices of our's, were they ever ſo perfect; 
but not too great for God's bounty, and 
the merit of his dear Son. The gift of | Rome vi, 
| God is eternal li fe, * Jeſus Cbriſt our © e 
Lord. 


But while with ſo much light and 
triumph we have reſpect unto the recompenſe He Hebr. xi, 
of the reward ; we muſt ſuffer ourſelves alſo * 
to be reminded of the day of wrath, and Rom.ii.2. 
revelation of the righteous judgment of Gad. 
Were religion made up of promiſes only, 
it would meet with a readier acceptance ; 
but in reality would be much leſs agreea- 
ble to the dictates of unprejudiced reaſon, 
and the ſuggeſtions of human experience. 
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SERMON XII. 
- Guilt deſerves puniſhment. This we 


know, every one of us; and are certain of 


it, by our own conſciouſneſs. Difficul- 
ties indeed may be raiſed concerning the 
degree of puniſhment, the province of 
mercy, the efficacy of repentance ; but 
the thing itſelf is unqueſtionable ; and 


though we ſhould deny, we cannot doubt 
8 


It then the Juſtice of God will not per- 
mit him to let incorrigible wickedneſs paſs 
finally without puniſhment ; what period 


may be put to it by this, or any other 
Attribute of his nature, by his univerſal 
| Rectitude, his infinite Wiſdom, his 


boundleſs Goodneſs ; muſt be far beyond 


the reach of our abilities to determine ; or 
whether thoſe who have obſtinately re- 
fuſed all the offers of the divine mercy on 
earth, may not continue to be wicked, 
and to be miſerable for ever. 


Our own experience, in this life, how 
vaſtly, 
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vaſtly, beyond all proportion, the natural 
puniſhment of crimes can ſometimes ex- 
ceed all the profit or pleaſure that was 
obtained by them, may give us the moſt 
awakening intimations of what is poſſible: 
and the declarations of Scripture have 
raiſed theſe apprehenſions into certainty, 


in a manner, I fear, equally deeiſive and 
awful. 8 


It is better for thee to enter into lj fe 


Mark ix, 


maimed, than having two hands, to go into 43, 44. 


hell, into the fire that never ſhall be quenched: 

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 

not quenched. They ſhall drink of the wine , 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out 18. . - 2 
without mixture into the cup of his indigna- 

tion: they ſhall be tormented with fire and 
brimſtone, and the ſmoke of their torment af 
 cendeth uf for ever and ever. 


T was an han, and ye gave me no 
meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink. Matth. 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting, "5" 
fre, Prepared for the devil, and his angels. 
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182 SERMON XIII. 
We would gladly make a diſtinction be- 
tween the eternity allotted to the happy, 
and that to which the wicked ſhall be 
condemned: but there appears no ground 
for it in holy Scripture. Theſe ſball go 
away into everlaſting punifhment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal. Eternal and 
everlaſting are but two different tranſla- 


tions of one and the ſame word | in the 
original. 


See, therefore, to apply the 1 
Haw. xxx, tion of Moſes in the ampleſt extent, in 
15, Kc. hat I command thee this day to love the Lord 
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commandments, and his ſtatutes and his 
Judgments; I have ſet before thee li ife and 
good, and death and evil. I call heaven and 
earth to record againſt you, that ] have ſet be. 
Pſ.xc. 10. fore you life and death; life; not that poor 
periſhing thing, here on earth called life, of 
ver. 9. threeſcore years and ten, which at beſt is full 
olf trouble, and is brought 7 an end, as it 
were a tale that is zold: but a life of immor- 
tality 


8ER MON XIII. 
tality and happineſs; a life not terminated 


by death, nor invaded by debility and age; 


and a happineſs, unallayed by pain or ſor- 


row, and enduring for ever and ever: and 


death; not like that here below, which 
puts an end to all the ſufferings of this 


mortal ſtate, but rather a life of everlaſt- 
ing miſery; not the extinction of a wicked 
and wretched exiſtence, but a birth into a 
new Being of complete and never ending 
woe; of guilt imbittered by remorſe without 
repentance; of envy at the ſight of that 


celeſtial bliſs poſſeſſed by the once un- 


pitied poor, now ſeparated from us by a 
gulf unpaſſable; of malice againſt the 


183 


gracious Being, whoſe mercy waited 8 xix. 


us ſo long, but is now hid for ever rom“ 


our eyes; and of mad rage, the only paſſion 


to be gratified in hell, againſt the tempter 


and accomplices of our crimes, the com- 


panions now and partakers of our pu- 


niſnment, permitted by God's juſtice to 
ſatisfy their mutual reſentment, and exe- 


cute his juſt judgments on each other. 
. . The 
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SERMON XIII. 
The Angels which kept not their firſt eflate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath reſery= 
ed in everlaſting chains, under darkneſs unto 


the judgment of the great day. They fell 


once, and fell for ever. To poor fallen 


man there is mercy offered, would he but 
accept it, unleſs Chriſt hath died in vain. 


Hebr, ii, For verily be took not on him the nature of 


Angels ; but he took on him the ſeed of Abra- 
ham. The greater the mercy, the more 


terrible will be the vengeance. Let it not 


be in vain, that God waits yet with pa- 


tience for your repentance, and offers you 
the atonement of his dear Son. Think 


not that he lies in wait to catch at your 
tranſgreſſions, and ſeize upon the firſt 
little ſlip you make, in the midſt of in- 


numerable ſnares, to deliver you up to 
this eternal torment. Did he deſire your 


perdition, could he not deſtroy you in a 
moment? It is becauſe he wiſhes moſt 


truly for your happineſs, that he hath 
given his only Beloved, to become a man 


as you are, to prevaul with you to amend 
your 
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your life; and to bear the puniſhment 
for you of all that you have hitherto done 
amiſs. 


Let this ſuffice. Embrace the offer of 


life; fly from the wrath to come. Vou 
know not the plan of infinite government, 
what the order of God's Univerſe admits, 
what eternal wiſdom counſels, or ſupreme 
rectitude requires. Say not within your- 
ſelves, F he defires that I ſhould be happy be 
can make me ſo. He can do every thing 
that is right and fit to be done; and no- 


thing more. He deſires you to be hap- 


py, and 'tis therefore he does ſo much, 
and, for any thing you know, all he can 


do, to effect it. He is your Friend and 


your Father: but, in this reſpect like 
your parents upon earth, he can only 


lament over your calamities, if you reſiſt 
his goodneſs, and are reſolved to periſh in 


ſpite of all the efforts of omnipotence. 


For your own ſake, and for the ſake of 


thoſe 


| ] f 
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| thoſe who love you, not only on earth, 
but above, the bleſſed angels, the Holy 
Trinity, return to yourſelf, to a ſound 
mind, to the exerciſe of piety, and the 


Luke xv. practice of all virtue: there is joy in bea- 
4 ven over one ſinner that repenteth, == 


SE R- 


II. TIM. i. 19. 


Lr EVERY ONE THAT NAMETH | THE 


NAME OP Cnklsr, DEPART FROM INI- 
QUITY, 


HERE is no perſon, of what 
_ perſuaſion ſoever in religion, but 
has cogent reaſons to diſſuade him from 
a vitious courſe of life, and engage him 
in the practice of virtue. Even % fool, PL.xiv.1. 
„„ ren that 
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that hath ſaid in his heart, or with his lips, 
there is no God, yet muſt own that. there 
are at leaſt Rulers: upon earth, who are 
Rom.xili. 20 @ terror to good works but to the evil, and 
% who bear not always the fword in vain; 
that health attends on temperance, ſecu- 
rity on juſtice, honour on generoſity; and 
that great degrees of the oppoſite vices, as 
they are univerſally either contemptible or 
odious, ſo they are commonly full as 
detrimental to the guilty perſon, as to 
any of thoſe who are aggrieved by him. 


Io all theſe conſiderations, he who 
ſtyles himſelf a profeſſor of the religion 
of nature, will add further, that he hath 


a God to ſerve, and a foul, n 5 1 
ſave. 


The followers of the great Impoſtor 
in the Eaſt are tied down to rules of de- | 
votion, ſobriety, and abſtinence, in ſome | 
reſpects very rigorous; with an aſſurance | 
of ample amends hereafter in the enjoy- 
| ment 
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ment of all cor poreal pleaſures 1 in a ter- | 
reſtrial paradiſe. — | | 

The expreſs promiſe of plenty, health, = 
long life, and honour, with fome obſcure lt 
intimations of better things to come, | 
were the motives. which it pleaſed the Di- | 

vine Wiſdom to make uſe of in order to | if 
engage the obedience of the Jewiſh peo- i 
ple: diſgrace and poverty, peſtilence, and — oY 
death were threatened to deter them from | 
— ES | | 


Now moſt of theſe arguments have, or 1 — 


had at the time when they were propoſed, | 
their degree of efficacy; and many of 16 
them are univerſal, alike ſolid and fatis- = q 
factory 1 in all ages. 1 
But yet, as the piety and charity re- 0 | 


quired by the Chriſtian revelation are 

the moſt ſublime; ſo the arguments 
urged to enforce them are the moſt con- 
HG not a few peculiar to Chriſtia- 
u uy, 
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nity, and ſome the moſt weighty that 
can poſſibly be addreſſed to the mind of 
man. | 


In the firſt place, every Chriſtian is 
bound to the practice of every thing good 
and holy by his own promiſe and vow. 
The religion of Chriſt 1s ſo utterly in- 
compatible with all kinds of vice, that 
No perſon can be admitted into it by 
baptiſm, without giving the moſt ſolemn 
aſſurances, before God and the Church, 
that he will renounce them all. This 
engagement, which was firſt made for us 
before we were ſenſible of it's importance, 
we have ſince, it muſt be ſuppoſed, ſuch 
of us as are arrived at the age of man- 
hood, made our own: by a particular and 
formal act taking the baptiſmal vow 
upon our own ſouls, and binding our 
conſcience by the form of ſound words pro- 
nounced over us at the /aver of regenera- 
tion. At the Lord's table alſo, we pre- 


ſent unto God ourſebves, our ſouls and 
HEE | bodies, 
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bodies, to be a reaſonable, boly, and lively 


ſacrifice. Nay, by barely joining with the 
congregation in the common Chriſtian 
worſhip, we ſhew to what religion we 
belong, and tacitly, or rather with our 


own lips we openly lay claim to the bleſ— 


ſings, and acknowledge the obligations of 
Chriſtianity. Thus are the vows of God 
upon us all. No crime committed by a 


Chriſtian is fngle. After ſuch ſolemn and 


repeated engagements to lead a holy life, 
he. who ſtill commits ſin, multiplies the 


tranſgreſſion, and inflames every offence 
by the addition of unfaithfulneſs and 


perjury. 


To theſe he adds alſo the vice of in- 


pious ingratitude; not only, as every other 
wicked perſon in the world doth, againſt 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, but 


alſo againſt his only begotten Son our 
Lord. Nor is there a duty in the whole 


catalogue of virtues, which, beſides it's 


own intrinſic excellence, and the autho- 
rity 
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rity of God ſtamped upon it, is not fur- 
ther and forcibly recommended to us, by 
the earneſt intreaty of our Divine Re- 
deemer. He, whoſe benefits, and whoſe 
love to us are beyond all example, and 
conception, requeſts this one thing of us, 
in return for all his goodneſs, that we do 
good; that we ſerve God; that we love 


John xiii. one another. By this ſhall all men know 


5. 


that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to 


Matt. xii. another. Who is my mother, and who are 


48. 50. ny brethren? Whoſoever ſhall do the will of 


my Father which is in heaven, the ſame is my 
brother and ſofter and mother. If we have 
gratitude, let us ſhew it by our works, as 
well as words; in our lives as well as 
prayers ; leſt we incur that juſt reproof 
why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things wWh1 ch T jay? 


Luke vi. 
48 . 


But for our encouragement and direc- 
tion in the exerciſe of all virtues, this 
Divine Perſon has been pleaſed alſo to ſet 
them before us both in his doctrine and 


in 
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in his own life. He went about teaching 


y 
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truth, and doing good; but he did no fin, i Pet. i. 
neither was guile found in his mouth ©. 


Whatever inſtances of piety, charity, 


humility, or ſelf-denial he calls us to, he 
exhibits them in his own perſon. He re- 


quires no duties which he did not diſ- 
charge, forbids no pleaſures which he 
did not refuſe. 


2 The virtues ſuitable to the condition 
of men were, many of them, not natu- 


rally adapted to his ſtate of divine great- 
neſs; and amidſt the luſtre of heavenly 


glory, his pattern, however perfect, 
would be inviſible to an eye of fleſh. 


But this difficulty he removes: he diveſts 


| himſelf of this celeſtial glory; comes down 
into our world, aſſumes the human na- 


ture, not in appearance only, but in rea- 


lity and truth, with all it's weakneſſes, 
wants, and paſſions, ſin only wee. 


Among the conditions alſo of human 


EN. life, 


1 . 
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"i life, though none of them be free from 
1 | troubles 20d trials, there is yet a wide 
= difference; ſome being more honourable 
| than others, and ſome more commodious : 
he choſe to himſelf the loweſt ſtation, 


j | and the ſharpeſt ſufferings. He did not 
come into the world to diſplay his digni- 
ty, and receive the homage of his crea- 
tures, or to taſte the gratifications of 


ul ſenſe: but to labour, and yet be in want; 
: | to miniſter to the neceſſities of others, 
|} without having where to lay his head; to 
[ | heal the infirmities of men, and bear 


Miuith their perverſeneſs; to be reviled for 

his heavenly doctrine, and purſued with 

John x. menaces and ſtones for the many good 
3% works which be had ſhewed for his Father. 


And as it pleaſed that Supreme Father, 
in the depth of his unſearchable counſels, 
to receive fallen man to mercy only 

through the blood of this own Son; he 
willingly undertook even this part allo. 
He gave his body up to violence, to be 
ſtrip- 


— 
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tripped, ſcourged, and nailed to the croſs : 
thus becoming in his own blood a ſacri- 
fice, and atonement for others; and by 


his death reconciling a world of ſinners 
to his offended Father. 


And is there in all this no motive to 
piety and virtue? Is it nothing that we 


have been thus beloved, inſtructed, en- 


couraged, and redeemed? Can we ſee no 
reaſon in all that has been done for us, 
to do what we can, I would have ſaid, 
for him who hath done fo much for us, 
but at leaſt for ourſelves? If gratitude 


and love touch us not; cannot ſelf-inte- 
reſt move us? Are we willing to give up 


ſo many benefits, purchaſed for us ſo 
dearly, and offered ſo freely to our accept- | 
ance? Can we conſent that Chriſt ſhould 
thus have loved us, and lived and died for 


us; and all in vain? Yet in vain, we 


know, it muſt be, unleſs we lead a holy 


193. 


and virtuous life. Little children, let no 1 John iii, 


man deceive you : he that doeth righteauſneſs 7.6. 10 
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is ri ghleous: even as he is ri ghreous: : Wwhoſo= 
ever ſinneth, habitually and willfully, hath 
not feen him nor known bim. In this the 
children of God are manifeſt, and the 
children of the Devil: whoſoever doeth 


not righteouſneſs, is not of God; neither he 


; that loveth 1 not bis brother. 


When: you are thus told of the mighty 
things that have been done for you, of 


the mercy of the Supreme Father, the 
love of his divine Son, and all the ſuffer- 
ings he underwent on your account; you 


may perhaps reply, that you acknowledge 


all this to be true, and with with all your 


heart that you could be duly ſenſible of 
it: you are ſorry that your minds are not 


more deeply impreſſed; and if you do not 


love your Creator and Redeemer as you 
ought, you can truly lay, that you deſire 


to do it. 


But 4 you conſider that there is a ſure 
rule to prove che ſincerity of theſe pre- 
tenſions 
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tenſions of your's? Thou knoweſt the Mark. 
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do ye 
not kill, Do not feeal, Do not bear falſe 
witneſs, Defraud not, Honour i hy father and 
mother, If you have ſuch a ſenſe of the 
love of God in Chrift Jeſus as makes you 
good men, as leads you to do whatever 
he requires, and keeps you from commit- 
ting anv thing that will offend him ; the 
_ Goſpel has it's proper effect upon you. 
And notwithſtanding the coldneſs of your 
ſentiments, all is ſtill well, while you can 
allege your obedience as the proof of the 
ſincerity of them. 


But this obedience itſelf, in the preſent 
fallen condition of mankind, and corrupt 
ſtate of the world, as it is perfect in no 

perſon, ſo is it difficult, at leaſt in ſome 
inſtances, to all. Here therefore is ano- - 
ther token of the tender care of our Re- 
deemer, who procures us aſſiſtance from 
heaven; and, leaving the earth himſelf, 
ſends down to us another Comforter, 200i Jeb vir. 


16. 26. 
1910. 13. 
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is the Holy Ghoſt, to abide with us for ever, 
to guide us into all needful truth, to help our 
infirmities, and to bear witneſs with our Jour 


that we are the children of God. What a 
fund of encouragement is this for bation 


in troubles, and perſeverance in every 


virtue! You ſee how greatly a Chriſtian 1s 


the care of heaven. The moſt holy 


Phil. ii. 


243; 64, 


Trinity is repreſented as co-operating to 


the ſalvation of Believers. Be afraid of 
the ſin of not concurring humbly and 
earneſtly with ſuch a Helper. The Apo- 
{tle's argument is not contradictory to it- 
ſelf, but as juſt as it is awful: It 7s God 
which worketh in you both to will, and to do; 


therefore, work out your 0wn Jeon with 


2 Pet.1 4. 


fear and trembling. 


The obedience which you thus perform 
by God's help, will be rewarded by his 
bounty, as if it were all your own. It is 
a moſt eminent diſtinction of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion that by it, are given unto us 

exceeding great and precious promiſes : we 
. are 
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are aſſured not only of the protection of 
God's providence, and the aſſiſtance of his 


Spirit, but of the Inheritance incorruptible, 1 Pet. i. 4. 


and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, The 
reſurrection of our Lord hath given men 
an ocular demonſtration of a life after 
death: and he is gone into heaven, as he 


hath told us, zo prepare a place for his diſ- youn XIV. 


ciples, that where he is, there they may be 4lſo. 


Neither can they die any more: for they are Luke xx. 


equal unto the Angels; and are the children of © i 
God, being the children of the reſurrection. 


It remains only to be added, in the laſt _ 
place, that as the rewards propoſed in the 
Goſpel exceed all that we can aſk or think; 

ſo the puniſhment denounced againſt the | 
impenitent is proportionably alarming. 

They ſhall be caſt both body and foul into, March Xe 


hell, into outer darkneſs, where the W901 dieth l Mare viii, 
not, and the fire i is not quenched. When the \; Mark is L 


Son of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the 4. 
holy Angels with him; then ſhall he fit upon * 
the throne of his glory, and before him Jerk be 


1 
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gathered all nations: and he ſhall ſeparate 
them as a ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from the 
goats: and he ſhall ſet the ſheep on bis right 


hed, but the goats on the lift: and theſe ſhall 


go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 
71 a.ghteous into hfe eternal. 


As a wicked Chriſtian is more inexcuſ- 
able than thoſe who fin with leſs know- 
ledge of their duty, and leſs experience of 
the Divine goodneſs ; fo will his puniſh- 


ment be more ſevere. Mercy is indeed 
the moſt amiable attribute of the Al-- 


mighty. He doth not affiict willingly, nor 


grieve the children of men. But there is a 


time when mercy, even the Divine mercy, . 


abuſed, 1s turned to Vengeance, 


The goodneſs, * love, even of God 


5 bimſelf, become to the incorrigible and 


obſtinate, only the foundation of fear 
and danger. Every bleſſing he hath be- 
ſtowed, or offered, the regeneration of 


baptiſm, the communion of the body and 


blood 
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blood of Chriſt, the love of God, the gift 
of his dear Son, the miſſion of his holy 


Spirit, and the everlaſting habitations pre- 


pared in heaven, if we refuſe to hear, 
now when they call us to amendment, 


hereafter will riſe up againſt us, and con- 
demn 7 us, 


A Chriſtian ſtands not on the ſame 
level with other men. As his virtues | 
ought to be more eminent: what he does 


amiſs, is more criminal. God hath pro- 
_ vided for him the higheſt manſions in the 
kingdom of glory, and is deſirous to place 


him neareſt to himſelf in heaven; but if 


he reſiſt the means of grace, and reject 


the offer of ſalvation, his puniſhment will 


be as terrible as his hopes were glorious. 


Thus then the Chriſtian's Creed is a 


doctrine according to godlineſs; all the capi- 
tal articles of it enforcing moſt ſtrongly 

a virtuous and godly life. We have all 

the great reaſons to be good men, which | 
1 are 
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SERMON XIV. 
are common. to others, and more, and 
greater, over and above. Let us not 
ſuffer them to be loſt upon us. Let the 
piety and virtue of our lives be anſwerable 
to theſe accumulated obligations: and if 


our own ſolemn engagements ; if the pre- 


cepts, or doctrine, or love of Chriſt; if 
the example of his life, the propitiation 


of his death, the ſanctification of his 


Spirit; if the offer of everlaſting happi- 


neſs, or the terror of eternal miſery, be 


arguments of any weight; then, however 


others live, let every one that nameth the 


name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity! 
20 \ | 5 X 7 G 
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